My name is Kristen Stromberg and | am writing in opposition to the substitute bill proposed
under H.B. 795 that would eliminate family members as paid Medicaid providers.

| am the mother of Aiden Stromberg, a 23 year old son who has of autism, ADHD , and
sensory disorders and requires 24 hour supervision, is unable to hold down a job, is unable
to drive, pay his own bills, cook for himself and make sound decisions as an adult.

I am currently his paid caregiver through Ohio’s |O Waiver Without this arrangement:

¢ There is no qualified provider available who knows Aiden’s needs, routines,
communication, and behaviors the way | do.

¢ Forcing a transition to an agency or outside provider would cause Aiden serious
emotional/physical/behavioral harm.

¢ | would be forced to place my him in an institution at a far greater cost to Ohio Medicaid
than home-based family care.

Family caregivers are not a convenience. We are a critical, cost-effective, irreplaceable part
of Ohio’s long-term care system. Removing us does not save money — it dismantles the
most stable care model available to our loved ones.

| urge this committee to reject the substitute bill language that eliminates family members
as paid providers and to protect the right of Ohio families to care for their own.

This testimony is: WRITTEN ONLY.

Respectfully submitted,

Kristen Stromberg
South Lebanon, OH
fallfanatic1@gmail.com
(513)515-3045

| am the Mother and legal guardian / primary caregiver of Aiden, who receives services
through Ohio’s |0 Waiver, administered by Warren County Board of Developmental
Disabilities



