
“Hi, my name is Stephanie. I live in the Columbus, Ohio area with my husband and our 7-year-old grandson. We have 
been raising him since birth. Being a grandmother raising a grandchild is not something ever imagined, but it is the 
most important role of my life. 
When we gained custody, we were thankful that our grandson was already enrolled in Medicaid. We live on my 
husband's teacher salary alone. Because of his gross income, we do not qualify for any other government assistance. 
That makes Medicaid absolutely vital for our family. 
Having Medicaid means we can meet our grandson's health needs without the constant fear of medical debt hanging 
over our heads. It allows us to take him to appointments, seek specialized care, and say "yes" to treatment when he 
needs it instead of asking, "Can we afford this?" 
Most importantly, Medicaid has allowed us to address our grandson's mental health needs. Through Medicaid, he is 
enrolled in OhioRISE, a program that has been life-changing for our family. OhioRISE has connected us with 
coordinated care and multiple types of therapy that help him function at home, in public, and at school. The progress 
he has made would not have been possible without this support. 
The therapies he receives are not optional extras. They are essential to his stability, growth, and success. Without 
Medicaid, we simply could not afford the level of care he requires. Losing it would mean losing access to services that 
help him regulate his emotions, build healthy relationships, and succeed in the classroom. 
Medicaid is not just an insurance card for our grandson. It is security. It is access. It is hope. It allows grandparents 
like us - who step in to keep children out of foster care to provide safe, stable homes without being pushed into 
financial crisis. 
For our family, Medicaid makes the difference between surviving and truly supporting our grandson's ability to thrive. 
I respectfully ask that you protect Medicaid funding and programs like OhioRISE. For families like mine, this coverage 
is not about convenience - it is about stability, prevention, and giving a child the opportunity to thrive 
Thank you for considering the real impact these decisions have on grandparents and the children we are raising." 

 


