
 June 7, 2026 
 
Father of an adult daughter with permanent disabilities (Spinal Muscular Atrophy – SMA) 

Chair Gross, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the House Medicaid Committee: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on Substitute House Bill 795. I support strong action to 
prevent Medicaid fraud, but I urge the Committee to remove the family caregiver restriction in 
Sub. H. B. No. 795 l_136_3280-2, Sec. 5166.04 (M). 
 
Family caregivers perform essential and honorable work. Ohio should not punish legitimate 
caregivers or force vulnerable residents out of their homes in the name of fraud prevention. 
My daughter has permanent disability and depends on the support every day. Like many 
Ohioans with significant, lifelong needs, she is enrolled in the Ohio Homecare Waiver. Our family 
did not choose this program; we were directed into it. If Ohio has already recognized that 
people with permanent disabilities in the DoDD system should continue to receive care from 
family members, that same protection should apply to people in the Ohio Homecare Waiver. 
 
Ohio Medicaid does need stronger fraud controls. I fully support that effort. But this restriction 
targets the wrong people. It would disrupt care for legitimate families without addressing the 
root causes of fraud. 
 
I am writing only as a parent, not on behalf of my employer. However, in my professional career 
I have spent more than 20 years helping large financial institutions and eCommerce companies 
to strengthen their fraud prevention and financial crime controls. I understand that effective 
fraud prevention programs and oversight can be built in a way that stops bad actors without 
blocking legitimate care. 
 
Ohio can strengthen Medicaid integrity without barring family caregivers. I respectfully urge 
the Committee to consider the following alternatives: 
 

1. Use a risk-based oversight model. Rank providers by risk and focus audits and reviews 

on higher-risk entities rather than imposing a blanket exclusion on family caregivers. 

2. Increase site inspections for high-risk providers. Pay particular attention to providers 

operating from common addresses or other patterns associated with improper billing. 

3. Require beneficial ownership disclosure. Ohio Medicaid should know who ultimately 

owns and controls the businesses seeking to bill the program. 

• Looking for shell companies at the same address will catch the less sophisticated 
fraudsters but won’t allow detection of fraud rings that set up dozens of shell 
companies at different locations to submit fraud care and billing information.  

• The OH SoS does not require beneficial ownership information when a 

corporation is created in the State of Ohio which is the case with most States but 

there is nothing that says the State of Ohio cannot require beneficial owner 



information if the company wants to do business with Ohio Medicaid.  This 

owner information alone with help identify the largest fraudsters in the Ohio 

Medicaid program.  Legitimate business owners scale their business to create 

efficiencies; fraudsters create dozens of shell companies to obfuscate what they 

are doing.   

 
4. Strengthen medical eligibility oversight. Tighten review of the medical documentation 

and approval process used to qualify individuals for waiver services. 

• No one is accepted on either of the Ohio waiver programs without written 
medical documentation. How are patients that do not need services provided by 
the waiver program getting onto the programs in the first place?  Identify this 
root cause and provide increased friction in the process.  

 

These steps along with other proven fraud prevention processes will help Ohio target fraud 

more effectively while protecting families who provide necessary, legitimate care. 

For members who may still be undecided, I respectfully ask you to consider what this provision 

would do in practice. It would not stop the worst fraud schemes first; it would first hit families 

already providing real, daily care to loved ones with permanent disabilities. Ohio can and should 

pursue fraud aggressively, but it should do so with targeted oversight that punishes bad actors 

rather than destabilizing legitimate care. I urge you to remove the family caregiver restriction 

from the Ohio Homecare Waiver in HB 795 and protect the families who make home-based care 

possible. 

 

Respectfully,  

 

Jack Nadeau 

 


