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Chairman Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Baker, and members of the House
Medicaid Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony regarding
Substitute House Bill 795.

As the largest hunger-relief organization in Northeast Ohio, serving six counties through a
network of more than 600 partner agencies, we see firsthand the realities facing working
families, older adults, and individuals striving to improve their financial circumstances.

We also see something else: many of the people seeking assistance are doing exactly what
public policy encourages them to do. They are working, taking on additional hours,
pursuing better-paying jobs, building savings, and moving toward greater self-sufficiency.
Public policy should encourage that progress, not penalize it.

That is why we are concerned about the proposal to eliminate broad based categorical
eligibility in SNAP.

At the Greater Cleveland Food Bank, our goal is not simply to provide food assistance.
Through our Community Resource Center, we help neighbors build skills, connect to
workforce development opportunities, improve their financial stability, and access
resources that support long-term success. Every day, we work with individuals who are
striving to move forward and broad-Based Categorical Eligibility helps ensure that progress
is not interrupted by the sudden loss of critical nutrition support.

By allowing households to maintain access to nutrition assistance as their earnings
increase, broad-based categorical eligibility reduces the benefits cliff that can occur when
a smallincrease in income results in the total loss of critical support. It allows families to



accept a raise, take on more hours, pursue new opportunities, or build a modest
emergency fund without immediately jeopardizing the ability to put food on the table.

Simply put, this policy aligns with Ohio's goals of encouraging work, promoting savings, and
supporting self-sufficiency.

At the Greater Cleveland Food Bank, we serve households with incomes up to 200 percent
of the federal poverty level, consistent with the eligibility standards used by many federal
nutrition programs. We see every day that neighbors in this income range are struggling to
afford housing, childcare, transportation, healthcare, and food. Many of these neighbors
are working, raising families, and taking steps to improve their financial circumstances, yet
remain one unexpected expense away from financial hardship that could jeopardize their
workforce participation.

Removing broad-based categorical eligibility would move Ohio in the opposite direction. It
would create a steeper benefit cliff for working families and would make it more difficult for
the Greater Cleveland Food Bank and frontline providers to help move neighbors toward
long-term stability. Families should not have to choose between taking on a few more
hours at work and maintaining access to critical nutrition assistance. Nor should families
be forced to spend down modest savings accounts, emergency funds, or reliable vehicles
in order to qualify for needed food assistance.

This policy also recognizes an important reality: financial stability requires more than
monthly income. A family that has managed to save for an emergency or maintain a
dependable vehicle to get to work is not necessarily financially secure. In many cases,
those assets are what prevent a temporary setback from becoming a crisis.

Beyond the impact on working families, eliminating broad-based categorical eligibility
would also create operational challenges for the state. Research has shown that broad-
based categorical eligibility primarily supports low-income working households while
helping states streamline program administration and reduce barriers to participation.
Eliminating the policy would add complexity to SNAP eligibility determinations at a time
when Ohio is preparing to implement federal SNAP changes. It would require additional
eligibility reviews, asset verification, and caseworker time at a moment when states are
facing increased administrative demands and reduced federal support for program
administration.

That complexity carries risk. Under the new federal SNAP cost sharing structure, states will
bear greater financial responsibility when program error rates increase. Significant changes
to eligibility and benefit determinations processes could increase administrative burden
and expose Ohio to additional financial liability.



At a time when food insecurity remains elevated and charitable food networks continue to
experience high demand, Ohio should continue to pursue policies that support work,
encourage savings, and help families achieve self-sufficiency. Eliminating broad-based
categorical eligibility would move the state in the opposite direction.
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