
Chair Gross, Vice Chair Barhorst, Ranking Member Brewer, and members of the House 
Medicaid Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide opponent testimony on Sub. 
H.B. 795 

My name is Jennifer Corcoran and I have three sons, but my youngest, Matthew Helton age 
25, has developmental disabilities. I am the primary caregiver for him.  Our days focus on 
Matthew’s health and participation as a contributing member to society.  We rely on Home 
and Community-Based Services (HCBS) for Matthew to live safely and independently in his 
home.  

We oppose Sub. H.B. 795 because it attacks the freedom of living a dignified, purposeful, 
healthy life that Matthew has the same right to as all Ohioans.  We will specifically address 
the loss of payments to family members as caregivers. 

Matthew needs another person to assist him in the following areas: 

 feed him 
 perform all personal hygiene tasks  
 move his wheelchair  
 make financial decisions  
 make changes to his daily routines as his health requires  
 communicate regularly with 12 doctors and medical specialists  
 take him to physical therapy  
 perform his physical therapy tasks in between sessions  
 help him find and participate in recreation activities 
 help him participate in his advocacy events  
 analyze his health  
 take him to the hospital and medical appointments  
 communicate with hospital staƯ and doctors in devising a plan of action to keep 

him alive 
  

This is far from an exhaustive list.  If Matthew does not have a person looking after all his 
needs, he will not live. 
 
I am his mother and I am paid to care for Matthew through his Individual Options (IO) 
Waiver through Ohio Shared Living (OSL).  I perform all the tasks listed above and more.  I 
spend my days ensuring Matthew not only is alive, but that he has a quality life in which he 
is a contributing member of society.  In America, we are guaranteed this freedom, which 
bestows upon us as citizens our rights and responsibilities.  Without the individualized 
assistance Matthew receives, he is stripped of his rights and cannot practice his 
responsibilities. 



Without OSL payments, I will be forced to get a full-time job outside the home.  With that 
job, I would need assistance for Matthew in my home for a couple of hours in the morning 
and a few hours in the afternoon.  Finding people to take the split shift is nearly impossible.   

I will be forced to allow strangers into my home with my son who is non-verbal and unable 
to indicate to me if he is being abused or neglected.  In our experience, once we do find 
caregivers, they randomly stop coming, leaving my job without an employee at the last 
minute.   This is not a condition conducive to keeping a job. 

Last year Matthew was in the hospital seven times.  Once was for the entire month of April 
and the others were for at least 3 weeks.  He had 5 shunt revisions and numerous feeding 
issues, and he survived due to his father and my persistent involvement and knowledge of 
Matthew’s needs.  Again, this is not conducive to a job outside the home. 

When Matthew was in school, he had a one-on-one aide who could meet his specific 
needs throughout the day.  We do not have that option anywhere in the adult world.  We are 
applying to a well-known Intermediate Care Facility (ICF) for the option of Respite Services.  
They do not want to take Matthew because he drinks through a syringe and they do not 
have the proper staƯ that can do that for him.  We cannot even find facilities that will take 
him. 

Matthew’s life needs to have purpose.  We have found that through our advocacy for height-
adjustable, adult-size, changing tables installations in public places.  They allow people 
with disabilities to participate in their communities and have restrooms that provide 
dignified, safe and hygienic spaces.  Ohio has been in the forefront for installing these 
tables and that is largely due to Matthew’s advocating.  His eƯorts even spread 
accessibility across the country through our work with the National Changing Spaces 
Campaign.  We will not find a person in an adult day program or ICF that will have the time 
to help him with that work.  His purpose will be taken from him. 

Receiving OSL payments allows Matthew to live in his home and survive.  We have adjusted 
our financial lives to make it work.  I miss my teaching career that ended so I could care for 
Matthew.  We don’t live a luxurious life; we simply try to make each day as good as we can.   

If we don’t receive these payments and I am forced to leave home every day, Matthew will 
not survive.  I know that with my whole being.  He has been close to death many times and 
as he ages it becomes more likely.  With one-on-one attention, he can be healthy and 
active. 

The institutions and care facilities are already spread thin, which is why Matthew does not 
get the care he needs.  If you remove the option for family members to be paid for 



caregiving, these facilities will be completely overwrought with people all the people will 
not have their needs met. 

The decisions you make as you vote, are life and death decisions to my son Matthew and 
thousands of others like him.  They are human beings, not budget line items.  Please keep 
the image of their faces in your mind as you vote. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jennifer Corcoran and Matthew Helton 
Disability Rights Advocates 
Troy, Ohio 
 
 


