
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before the House Natural Resources Committee 

House Bill 399 – Prohibit Drilling on Public Lands  

Representatives Tristan Rader and Christine Cockley 

October 15, 2025 

 

Chair Robb Blasdel, Vice Chair Fischer, Ranking Member Rogers, and members of the House 

Natural Resources Committee, thank you for the opportunity to offer sponsor testimony on 

House Bill 399, which seeks to prohibit the removal of oil or gas from under Lake Erie or a state 

park.  

 

Ohio’s public natural resources are not only ecological treasures, but they are also essential to 

our health, tourism economy, and way of life. Lake Erie provides drinking water to over 3 

million Ohioans, supports a multibillion-dollar recreation and commercial fishing industry, and 

sustains a delicate ecosystem that is already under pressure from harmful algal blooms, pollution, 

and climate change. Likewise, our state parks are cherished community assets that offer access to 

nature and recreation for millions of Ohio families every year. 

 

Permitting oil and gas extraction under these lands and waters carries unacceptable 

environmental risks, including potential contamination of water supplies, irreversible ecological 

damage, and degradation of public trust lands meant to be preserved for future generations. This 

legislation will establish a clear prohibition on any such extraction from beneath Ohio’s portion 

of Lake Erie and all state park properties.  

 

Over the past year, several alarming developments have raised public concern, including the 

authorization of fracking at Salt Fork State Park, Ohio’s largest state park, and leasing of land for 

oil and gas development at Wolf Run and Valley Run state parks. These moves have drawn 

strong opposition from local communities, environmental advocates, and public health experts. 

Many fear that impacts to groundwater, wildlife habitats, and park tourism will occur. In fact, on 

Jan. 2, 2025, there was an explosion on a well pad about five miles from Salt Fork State Park 

which required an evacuation notice and for the fire to burn itself out over 14 hours.  

 

Additionally, the state’s oil and gas land management commission have faced criticism for 

proceeding with lease auctions despite thousands of public comments in opposition.  

 

Ohioans expect us to act as stewards of our environment and public lands, not just for today, but 

for the generations that will come after us. This bill reaffirms that responsibility and ensures that 

our most iconic and sensitive public spaces are permanently protected from industrial 

exploitation. 

 

I respectfully ask for your support on this important measure, and I’m proud to partner with Rep. 

Cockley in bringing it forward. Chair Robb Blasdel, Vice Chair Fischer, Ranking Member 

https://ohiocapitaljournal.com/2025/01/10/well-pad-explosion-near-salt-fork-state-park-raises-concerns-about-drilling-on-ohio-public-land/


Rogers, and members of the House Natural Resources Committee, thank you for the opportunity 

and I would be happy to answer any questions.  


