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October 14, 2025 

 

Chair Robb Blasdel, Vice Chair Fischer, Ranking Member Rogers, and members of the Natural 

Resources Committee: 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to give sponsor testimony for House Bill 399. I am proud to 

sponsor this legislation alongside my colleague, Representative Tristan Rader. 

 

Ohio is fortunate to have 76 state parks and share a border with one of the Great Lakes. These 

lands are visited and cherished by millions of residents and tourists every year. Their natural 

beauty, ecological value, and cultural significance are what make them public lands, a title that 

comes with a responsibility to protect and preserve them. 

 

So why have we allowed oil and gas extraction, including fracking, in these spaces? Back in 

2022, an amendment was added to House Bill 507 that accelerated the process for oil and gas 

companies to obtain fracking leases on Ohio’s public lands. The bill, which was originally 

focused on poultry sales, was signed into law by the Governor and took effect in 2023. Since 

then, leasing public lands for oil and gas development, including fracking, has become allowable 

under state law. 

 

These practices have a well-documented environmental impact, harming native wildlife, 

ecosystems, and the scenic landscapes Ohioans value.  

 

House Bill 399 seeks to address this. The bill would prohibit any authority from issuing permits, 

entering leases, or granting authorization to extract oil or natural gas from under Lake Erie or 

any Ohio state park. 

 

This is a practical update to our laws that reflects the values of the people we represent. Every 

year, more Ohioans visit our parks to enjoy their natural beauty and the experiences they offer. 

Protecting these lands ensures that those experiences remain safe, sustainable, and available for 

future generations. 
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This bill strengthens existing federal protections by adding a clear state-level safeguard. While 

federal law currently prohibits drilling in the Great Lakes, HB 399 ensures that Ohio has its own 

protections in place. Acting now allows us to prevent harm before it happens, rather than 

reacting after irreversible damage has occurred. 

Conservation is not a partisan issue. It is a shared value rooted in a desire to preserve the best of 

Ohio for the generations that come after us. 

 

For these reasons, we respectfully ask for your support of House Bill 399. Thank you for your 

time and consideration. We are happy to answer any questions the committee may have. 
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