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Chair Robb Blasdel, Vice Chair Fischer, Ranking Member

Rogers and members of the House Natural Resources
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to speak to

Senate Bill 181.

Senate Bill 181 is a thoughtful and long-overdue piece of
legislation that reflects years of collaboration between the

Ohio Aggregates & Industrial Minerals Association and
the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of

Mineral Resources Management.




At its core, Senate Bill 181 addresses a significant gap in
Ohio law. Currently, the underground mining of
limestone—an activity that plays a critical role in our
state’s economy and infrastructure—is not regulated at the
state level. This bill establishes a clear, comprehensive
regulatory framework to ensure that this important
industry operates safely, responsibly, and with appropriate
oversight.

Aggregate resources are the foundation of our built
environment. They are essential to constructing and
maintaining our roads, bridges, schools, and communities.
As Ohio continues to grow, so too does the demand for
these materials. In fact, each Ohioan relies on more than
10 tons of aggregate every year. That demand is not
slowing down.

Senate Bill 181 recognizes this reality and offers a
sustainable path forward. By enabling and regulating
underground limestone mining, we can access critical
resources while minimizing surface disruption and
preserving land for other uses.



Importantly, this legislation strikes the right balance
between state oversight and local control. It explicitly
preserves the zoning authority of local governments.
Communities will continue to have the ability to adopt
and enforce zoning regulations related to mining
operations. Additionally, applicants must still affirm
compliance with all applicable local zoning requirements,
and local governments will continue to receive notice of
new permits or amendments.

At the same time, the bill establishes a modern regulatory
framework under ODNR. It provides oversight of
permitting, blasting, subsidence, groundwater
withdrawals, reclamation, mine closure, and mine safety.
It also directs the Division of Mineral Resources
Management to adopt rules governing these activities,
ensuring that regulations can evolve alongside industry
practices and technological advancements.

Senate Bill 181 also improves efficiency within the
permitting process. It allows operators to amend existing



surface mining permits to include additional land within
the same township, rather than requiring entirely new
permits in certain circumstances. This change reduces
unnecessary paperwork, staff time, and costs—without
weakening any local zoning protections.

Furthermore, the bill modernizes permit review
procedures by replacing the rigid 15-year renewal
requirement with a more practical five-year review
process, while allowing permits to remain valid for the
life of the mine. This ensures ongoing oversight while
providing stability for long-term operations.

Ultimately, Senate Bill 181 is about responsible growth. It
is about ensuring that Ohio has the resources it needs to
build for the future while maintaining strong
environmental protection and respecting local control.

Chair Robb Blasdel, Vice Chair Fischer, and Ranking
Member Rogers and members of the Natural Resources
Committee, I thank each of you for your time and interest



in SB 181. I would be happy to answer any questions you
have at this time.



