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Public Insurance and Pensions Committee

October 15, 2025

Testimony on House Bill 280

Good morning, Chair Peterson, Vice Chair Teska, Ranking Member White, and
members of the committee. My name is Jay McDonald, Marion police chief and
State President of the Fraternal Order of Police of Ohio. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify on behalf of the FOP and the tens of thousands of men and
women we represent. Our members are proud to serve as the front line of public

safety in communities across our great state.

Despite our commitment to protecting and serving our communities, we are
under siege. Physically attacked — ambushed - by those who wish us harm, in fact,
at least 12 Ohio law enforcement officers have been shot this year alone. Many
more have been shot at by criminals trying to kill them. Our members have been
verbally attacked by those who want to see us defunded, and cops have even
been attacked by elected officials who say one thing while their actions speak

otherwise.

Make no mistake, the last forty years of pension history is an attack. We’ve been
asked to take an inequitable share. We’ve been asked to pay more. We’ve seen

our benefits cut.

Over the last five years, we’ve engaged in good-faith conversations and
negotiations. We have had discussions with our employers and legislators who
tell us that they recognize the system is unfair and needs to be fixed, but it does

not seem like many are listening.

We hope everyone is finally listening today.
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House Bill 280 is a fair and rational solution. We’ve been more than reasonable.
The municipalities haven’t seen their share of pension supportincrease since the
1980s. Over these last five years, they’ve opposed every suggestion without

offering any countermeasures.

Their position is clear: they aren’t interested in being part of the solution. They

want the police to take more cuts. They want the police to pay still more.

HB 280 includes safeguards for taxpayers. If actuarial projections ever show our
pension fund sliding toward a debt problem that would take longer than 30 years
to pay off, the board has limited authority to make small adjustments — no more
than half a percentage point in a single year, and only for three years total. That’s

responsible governance.

The question is now, whose side are you on? Common sense? Good government?
Equitable pension policy? Or for the status quo - costing police officers more

money and slashing their benefits further?

It seems like an easy answer, but when we’ve asked, the response has been very

quiet.

We’ve recently started Protect Ohio Police for precisely this reason. We’re proud
to stand with you in times of trouble, but now we’re watching, recording, and

sharing with the public whether or not you’re willing to stand with us.

Saying you support police is no longer enough. We need you to actually support
police, and it starts with voting yes on HB 280.

Thank you for your time, and I’'d be happy to answer any questions.




