I am Paul Hillenbrand, a Columbus Division of Police retiree and a
board member of the Police & Fire Retirees of Ohio. We strongly urge
your consideration in the passage of this bill. In recent years our retired
police officers, firefighters and survivors have experienced a reduction
in our health insurance benefits to ensure that our fellow retirees and
survivors will receive adequate pension benefits for years into the future.
Additionally, our active police officers and firefighters have also
experienced increases in the percentages of their income that is paid to
our pension system, an increase in the age at which they can retire, and
modifications to how their pension amounts are calculated. All of these
were also to ensure that their pensions will be there for years into the
future. Now we are requesting the employers of our first responders to
step forward for the same reason. It has been almost 40 years since the
employer contribution rates have seen any increases or adjustments. We
do not think that it is an unreasonable ask to seek the incremental
increase to the employer contribution rates for our police officers. Our
first responders have chosen to “run towards the danger” to serve the
citizens of our municipalities and the Ohio Police & Fire Pension
System should be properly funded to guarantee those benefits into the
future.

There is an additional benefit to making sure that our first responder
retirees be confident that their pensions will be adequately provided
when it comes time for them to retire after “running towards the danger”
during their years of active service. Speaking for myself, and I am sure
that most of my fellow retirees would agree that even following
retirement, should the occasion present itself and the need arise, and if
we are still able to do so, that we will not hesitate at all to again “run

towards the danger” and assist in any way that we can.

Thank you for allowing me to address you today.



