To: Members of the Ohio House Public Insurance and Pensions Committee
From: Americans for Tax Reform
Re: Written Testimony in Support of House Bill 473

Chair Peterson, Vice Chair Teska, Ranking Member White and Members of the Committee,

My name is Doug Kellogg, | am State Projects Director and cover Ohio for Americans for Tax
Reform (ATR).

On behalf of Americans for Tax Reform, and our supporters across Ohio, | offer this
testimony in support of House Bill 473.

This legislation prohibits government employers from paying a public employee’s share of
their pension contribution — also known as ‘pension pick-ups.’

The bill offers a needed, solid reform that sticks up for Ohio taxpayers and promotes
accountability in government.

Allowing government to use taxpayer dollars to pay for government employee pension
contributions is deceptive and defeats the purpose of limiting how much of their pension
taxpayers are required to fund.

There should be a mutual understanding between taxpayers and government that the goal
of requiring employee contributions to their pensions is to make sure employees are
participating in funding their retirements and making pension plans more sustainable.

The scheme of paying the employee’s contribution inevitably spreads across government
as a tactic to attract workers beyond their schedule salaries, ensuring the added costs for
taxpayers are maximized.

Fixing this counterintuitive practice will reduce costs and improve trust between taxpayers
and government. For these reasons, ATR supports HB 473 and urges you to approve the bill.

Thankyou,

A. Douglas Kellogg
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