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October 28, 2025       

     

Opponent Testimony: HB 473 (Thomas) Prohibiting a public employer from paying employee 

contributions to a state retirement system. 

 

Chairman Peterson, Vice Chair Teska, Ranking Member White, and Members of the Ohio 

House Public Insurance and Pensions Committee: 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written opponent testimony to HB 473 (Thomas) 

prohibiting a public employer from paying employee contributions to a state retirement system – 

my name is Sam Gmetro, and I am in my 20th year of service as a professional firefighter. I am 

also a 21 year resident of the City of Cleveland and the President of the Northern Ohio Fire 

Fighters Association (NOFF.) 

 

I am submitting written testimony on behalf of the Northern Ohio Firefighters Association.  

 

NOFF represents firefighters in five Ohio counties, and countless retired members throughout 

Ohio. We have a history of service and we know the importance of working to move Ohio 

forward, as our members have served on the State Fire Commission and multiple statewide 

task forces. We have been involved in regionalization projects, fire life safety programs, recent 

Ohio Supreme Court case law, and previous pension reform. In addition, giving back and being 

active in the communities we serve, and those beyond, is also very important to NOFF and its 

members. We have organized and raised millions of dollars in funding for various charities over 

the years through NOFF Charities 501(c)(3) and programs like Aluminum Cans for Burned 

Children to benefit burn victims and firefighters and their families in need. 

 

The ability for a worker and their employer to collective bargaining is crucial. The pension 

funding policies that this bill attempts to end were, and continue to be, fairly and openly 

bargained. In addition, they are on the public record and can be easily viewed by any interested 

party. These provisions should not be dismantled for many reasons, but notably because it 

would erode local control. Thank for your review of this important matter.  

 

Sam Gmetro 

President, Northern Ohio Firefighters Association (NOFF) 

 


