Memo

To: The House Public Safety Committee
From: Rob Sexton, American Kennel Club
Date: Tuesday, June 3, 2025, 9:30 AM

Re: House Bill 247

Madame Chair, members of the House Public Safety Committee, | am Rob Sexton
representing the American Kennel Club. Since 1884 the AKC has been the country’s leading
authority on all things dogs, acting as the premier resource for dog lovers, from the fancier
to the everyday owner. Along with our affiliated organizations, we encourage dogs as family
companions; advance canine health and well-being; advocate for dog owner rights; and
educate the public about responsible dog ownership.

Responsible dog ownership is what brings us here today to testify as a proponent of House
Bill 247. Part of owning and enjoying dogs is good training and prudent action when a dog’s
behavior and habits are headed in the wrong direction. Like any of you who read the series
of media reports about dog attacks we were horrified and saddened by the loss of life and
grave injuries suffered by the victims. Upon reading the reports AKC contacted
Representative Miller to volunteer our help and support.

House Bill 247 as introduced is a very good approach. It holds owners accountable and
implements protocols to deal with dangerous and vicious dogs to ensure the publicis
protected. We asked Representative Miller for two changes, both of which are included in
the substitute bill.

The first change further defines injuries that could result in a vicious, dangerous or
nuisance dog designation to exclude physical harm resulting from a situation where the
dog behaves in a playful, nonaggressive, or age-appropriate manner. We don’t want to see
unnecessary litigation or sanctions against dog owners that result from, for example, nips
that may break the skin but are quite common with puppies. The language Representative
Miller included in the sub bill ensures that it applies to dogs that are acting in a menacing
fashion or with an apparent attitude of attack.

The second change we requested concerns the mandatory training required for dogs
designated as a nuisance, dangerous or vicious. It is essential that a trainer knows that the



dog being brought in carries this designation to ensure the trainers can plan to protect
themselves and ensure the safety other dogs and their owners that may be present.

We’re thankful to Representative Miller for his willingness to hear and address our
concerns.

We do request one additional change to HB 247. Section 955.21, which begins on line
1200, provides for an exemption from leashing or direct control requirements if the dog
owner is engaged in the act of hunting with the dog. This is a good exemption, but it needs
a bit of an expansion. Many dog owners participate in dog performance events such an
obedience competitions, field trials, hunt tests, and training during which dogs will not be
leashed or under immediate control.

To be clear, we’re not talking about dogs that carry the designations included in this bill.
Other states have included language in their “dogs running at large” statutes to ensure
these activities are treated similarly to hunting. We’d be happy to work with Representative
Miller and this committee on some suggested language of this type.

Other than that issue, HB 247 is smart and prudent legislation that the AKC is pleased to
support. We request your consideration of this remaining issue, and your support for this
billin general. Thank you for your time. | am happy to answer any questions you may have.



