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Chairman 

Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, members of the 

Public Safety committee thank you for the chance to provide sponsor testimony on 

House Bill 200, The America First Act. 

I don’t think any of us doubt that we live in the greatest country on the face of the 

earth. It is a country filled with strength and diversity where we are able to find 

agreement and disagreement and still be united as one nation under God, 

indivisible with liberty and justice for all.  

Who:  

In preparing this legislation we consulted with legal immigrants, local law 

enforcement and I.C.E..  

This legislation has been endorsed by former DHS Acting Secretary, and chief 

Strategy officer of the America First Policy Institute Chad Wolf.  

What is Our Current Status? 

While America is a welcoming safe harbor for many refugees and pilgrims across 

the years, we simply cannot have open boarders. The United States may be the 

greatest nation in the world but we only consist of 6.6% of the world’s land mass 

and approximately 4.1% of the world’s population. The world can’t fit in America.  

The Center for Immigration Studies estimates that there are 15.4 million unlawful 

immigrants in the United States. That is more than the population of Ohio at just 

under 12 million. They estimate that 6 million of those entered the country 

between 2021 and 2024. Estimates for Ohio’s unlawful immigrant status ranges 

from 100,000 – 165,000.   

What does HB 200 do? 

The America First Act aligns Ohio law with federal law by declaring that if it is 

unlawful for an individual to be in America, it is unlawful for them to be in Ohio. 

The penalty for a first offense in a $500 fine and one year in jail. The penalty for 

the second offense doubles the fine. If the offender is released, they must leave 

Ohio withing 72 hours of release. 
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Individuals who can demonstrate that they are in the process of seeking asylum or 

have applied for an extension to their visa may receive a ninety day stay while their 

paperwork is being processed.  

Those who have been convicted may be released to I.C.E. custody for deportation 

prior to the end of their sentence.  

House Bill 200 requires law enforcement to report to I.C.E. anyone in their custody 

that they have reason to believe is in the United States unlawfully.  

Furthermore, corrections facilities are required to notify I.C.E. prior to releasing 

unlawful immigrants and to detain them for 48 hours after receiving a law request 

which is defined by the submission of forms I-200, I-205, or I-247.  

Why is this Necessary? 

The America First Act is necessary for the protect the safety and sovereignty of 

American Citizens and legal immigrants in the State of Ohio. We can all 

understand why people want to immigrate to America. However, when an 

individuals first act upon entering this great nation is to break the law, it is 

reasonable to assume that it will not be their last time. A simple glance at the 

headlines from Los Angeles over the weekend tells the story.  

In my own community, an undocumented deaf minor was living in the custody of 

her deaf uncle who was unlawfully present in the United States. He repeatedly 

raped her and threatened her with deportation if she were to report it.  

Igmido Mista, an unlawful immigrant, was found guilty of murdering three 

individuals, including an off duty police officer at the Last Call Bar in Fremont, 

Ohio.  

We recently witnessed a 24-year-old Venezuelan posing as a high school student in 

Northwest Ohio, taking advantage of our lenient laws.  

Summary 

Ohio can and should do its part to support lawful immigration and by aligning 

Ohio’s laws with federal immigration laws. Thank you for the opportunity to 

testify on the America First Act. I ask for your full support.  


