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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and Members of the House Public Safety 

Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 200, to enact the 

America First Act. 

 

This legislation would prohibit a person who is unlawfully present in the United States from entering or 

being present in Ohio. Under the America First Act, violators will face a $500 fine and one year in prison, 

with increased penalties for repeat offenses. The offender would be required to leave the state within 

seventy-two hours of release. Those who are actively pursuing an extension of their visa and those who are 

seeking asylum may be eligible to receive a 90 day stay. This legislation also includes provisions to require 

law enforcement agencies and detention facilities to cooperate in the enforcement of federal immigration 

laws, and imposes penalties on subdivisions that refuse to do so. 

 

This legislation is a necessary step to safeguard Ohio’s communities. According to U.S. Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement (ICE), over 425,000 convicted criminal aliens—including more than 13,000 

murderers and nearly 16,000 rapists—have been released into the United States.1 Customs and Border 

Protection data shows that between Fiscal Years 2017 and 2024, arrests of criminal noncitizens nearly 

doubled. 2 Ohio is estimated to have over 118,000 undocumented immigrants, accounting for nearly 20% 

of the state’s immigrant population. 3 This marks a 32% increase since 2019,4 an increase that has coincided 

with high levels human of trafficking5 and significant increases in seizures of illegal drugs across the state.6 

While the federal government continues to address illegal immigration nationwide, we must ensure that 

Ohio’s residents are protected. We respect and appreciate those who have invested their time and effort to 

enter the country legally, but it is important that we do not enable individuals that are in Ohio illegally to 

sidestep the law. 

 

Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and Members of the House Public Safety 

Committee, thank you again for giving me the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 200. 

I would be happy to answer any questions at this time.  

 
1 https://homeland.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/24-01143-ICEs-Signed-Response-to-Representative-Tony-

Gonzales.pdf. 
2 U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Criminal Noncitizen Statistics, “Arrests of Individuals with Criminal Convictions,” 

https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/stats/cbp-enforcement-statistics/criminal-noncitizen-statistics. 
3 American Immigration Council, “Immigrants in Ohio,” https://map.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/locations/ohio/#. 
4 Migration Policy Institute, “Profile of the Unauthorized Population: Ohio,” https://www.migrationpolicy.org/data/unauthorized-

immigrant-population/state/OH. 
5 National Human Trafficking Hotline, “Ohio,” https://humantraffickinghotline.org/en/statistics/ohio. 
6 Ohio Attorney General, “OOCIC Drug Interdiction Task Forces Seize More Than $92 Million in Narcotics in 2024,” 

https://www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/Media/News-Releases/December-2024/OOCIC-Drug-Interdiction-Task-Forces-Seize-

More-Tha. 


