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Chairman Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, 

and members of the House Public Safety Committee, thank you for 

the opportunity to present sponsor testimony on House Bill 102.   

I recently heard from a constituent whose 6-year-old daughter was 

sexually abused by a neighbor. The perpetrator was convicted and 

sentenced to 25 years on the sex offender registry, along with 6 

months of probation. Under our current Sex Offender Registry and 

Notification laws, he is prohibited from living within 1,000 feet of 

any school, preschool, childcare center, children’s crisis care facility, 

or residential infant care center. However, there is no restriction 

preventing him from living right next door to his victim. This little 

girl is now afraid to even play in her backyard because he lives so 

close. 

This is a deeply concerning issue, especially considering that 80% of 

sexual assaults are committed by someone the victim knows. House 

Bill 102 aims to strengthen these laws by expanding SORN to also 

prevent sex offenders from living within 2,000 feet of their victim 

or loitering within 1,000 feet. This change is a vital step in providing 



much-needed protection and closing a dangerous loophole. The bill 

is modeled after Oklahoma’s Senate Bill 1221, which passed the 

Oklahoma House and Senate unanimously in 2018, and has since 

been adopted in at least five other states. 

If Ohio law protects children from sex offenders by preventing sex 

offenders from being within 1,000 feet of Ohio schools, preschools, 

childcare centers, children’s crisis care facilities, and residential 

infant care centers, we should be even more vigilant about 

protecting the minor child who was the sex offender’s victim. 

My 6-year-old constituent should not have to live in constant fear of 

going outside and experiencing another assault. I want her to be able 

to go outside, enjoy the light of the sunshine, feel the grass under her 

feet, play with other children, and have a chance to heal. Her father 

has told me that seeing the sex offender across the yard, sitting on 

his porch and watching for her further traumatizes her each day, 

and has made it increasingly difficult for her to heal.  

It is time for Ohio to create uniform protections for minors from 

their sex offenders. We must ensure that sex offenders cannot access 

the children whose bodies and lives they have egregiously violated. 

I appreciate the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on this 

critical legislation and kindly ask for your support for some of 

Ohio’s most vulnerable children. Thank you for your time, and now 

I will turn things over to my joint sponsor, Representative Williams. 

 

 


