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Chairman Abrams, Vice-Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the
House Public Safety Committee, thank you for the opportunity to speak today in support of
House Bill 102. | also want to thank my joint sponsor, Representative Klopfenstein, and his

constituents who brough this issue to our attention.

Under our current SORN laws, offenders are barred from living near schools,
preschools, childcare centers, and similar facilities. Yet, disturbingly, there is nothing in the
law that prevents them from residing right next door to their victim. As a result, victims live
in constant fear, unable to live peacefully in their homes and neighborhoods. What’s even
more distressing: many of these victims are children. Confined by their circumstances,
they can no longer play outside and enjoy what’s left of their childhood innocence. Their
sense of safety has been taken from them, not only by the act of abuse, but by the ongoing
proximity of their abuser. This situation is unacceptable, and a failure of the system meant

to protect our most vulnerable citizens.

There is a glaring gap in our laws: while we rightly take measures to protect children
from strangers, we often overlook that 80% of sexual assaults are committed by someone
the victim knows. The existing rules around where registered sex offenders may live do not
account for this cruel reality. The idea that a convicted sex offender can legally live mere

feet away from the very person they harmed should alarm every one of us.
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The legislation we are proposing today seeks to close this dangerous loophole. It
would expand current SORN restrictions to prohibit registered sex offenders from residing
within 2,000 feet of their victim. Additionally, it would prevent them from loitering within
1,000 feet of the victim’s residence, school, or place of regular activity. These are not
extreme measures; they are common-sense protections rooted in the principle that victims

should not be retraumatized by the continued presence of their abuser in their daily lives.

Our proposal would provide victims with a renewed sense of justice, and while we
cannot change the past, we can take action today to ensure that no victim is forced to live
in fear. This bill is a vital step toward that goal, and | urge you to support this legislation and

stand with the countless families who deserve better protection under Ohio law.

I don’t need to stress the importance of a victim’s safety or safeguarding our
children; these are inherent in our state’s values. Chairwoman Abrams, Vice-Chair Miller,
Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the Public Safety Committee, thank you again

for the chance to testify in favor of HB 102. | welcome any questions you may have.
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