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Chair Abrams, Vice-Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas and members of the House Public
Safety Committee thank you for the opportunity to provide written proponent testimony on House
Bill 102 to prohibit sex offenders and child-victim offenders from living within 2,000 feet of their
victim and from loitering within 1,000 feet of the victim’s home. As the Committee knows, Ohio
law already restricts sex offenders from residing near schools or child-care facilities. House Bill 102
is merely an extension of that concept.

For the victims of crime, the trauma of victimization rarely ends when the offender is convicted or
takes a plea and the case is eventually closed. This may be particularly true for the victims of sex
crimes given the deeply personal nature of the crime and the victim’s autonomy over their body.
Seeing the person who committed the offense then move into their neighborhood, or down the
street, or next door can be retraumatizing and may destroy the victim’s sense of safety. This bill will
give the victims of these crimes as well as prosecutors the ability to prevent this from happening
through injunctive relief that would prohibit an offender from establishing a residence or loitering
near the person who they victimized — serving a function similar to a protection order.

This serves several important purposes for both victims and for public safety. First, it helps to
protect victims from re-traumatization. Second, it helps to prevent offenders from having ready
access to someone who they have already sexually assaulted and so helps to protect victims from
being victimized a second time also. Finally, it helps to build trust in the justice system and its ability
to protect the victims of crime and secure justice on their behalf. Building this type of trust will
encourage more victims to come forward to begin with leading to an overall improvement to public

safety.

No victim of a sexual assault should have to live every day in fear of leaving their home because they
might see their offender next door or hanging out across the street. In fact, one of a victim’s
constitutional rights in Ohio is the right to reasonable protection from the accused or any person
acting on behalf of the accused. Article I, Section 10a (A)(4). House Bill 102 reflects the spirit of this
provision and is a reasonable means of protecting the victims of sex offenses from being re-
traumatized and re-victimized. We encourage the committee’s favorable consideration of the bill.



