Written Testimony Opposing HB 102
October 26, 2025

Dear Chair Abrams and members of the Ohio House of Representatives Public Safety
Committee,

I submit this written testimony in opposition to HB 210, which I understand would create
residence and other restrictions for certain offenders who have been convicted of sexually
oriented offenses.

I am a childhood sexual abuse and rape survivor. As a survivor, I am deeply and personally
concerned for the safety of children and of adult victims of sexual crimes. I know you are, too.
But based on my personal experience and on the experiences of every other survivor I know, this
bill not only will not protect survivors from sexual abuse, but it will create a situation that will
endanger many families and children in Ohio.

I was raped in my home by someone I knew, not by a stranger. This is true of the vast majority of
rape and sexual abuse survivors. Based on my experience, I believe that most people who have
been convicted of sexually oriented offenses can be and are rehabilitated. It is a myth that all or
even most of such offenders continue to pose a risk to others. The person who raped me was
punished under the law, received counseling, and posed no further risk to me or to anyone else
post-counseling.

If someone who has been appropriately punished and has successfully received treatment so that
they are no longer a danger to others cannot reunite with their family, then children and families
will be hurt. If former offenders are targeted by the law and the community, then children and
families will be hurt. If landlords will not rent to former offenders because the law requires them
to jump through too many extra hoops to do so, or because of the negative attention renting to a
former offender might bring, then children and families will be hurt.

It’s time to stop hurting children and families in order to be “tough on crime.” This is not the
answer to stopping crimes against children, and we know it’s not the answer because being tough
on crime for many decades has not decreased the number of children who are sexually abused.
There is absolutely no evidence that this bill will be different, but there’s an enormous amount of
evidence that this bill will make it more difficult for former offenders to reenter the community
and live healthy and productive lives with their families.

As a childhood rape and sexual abuse survivor, I ask you to please vote no on HB 210. I beg you
to instead focus on effective ways to prevent childhood sexual abuse. We cannot continue to
double down on “tough on crime” laws that historically have been ineffective and that hurt our
communities by hurting former offenders who have been rehabilitated. Most especially upsetting
and sad is that HB 210 will hurt the innocent children of former offenders by breaking apart
families who can safely live together. This bill will unnecessarily deprive some children of
housing that includes both of their parents, but it will not effectively protect any children from



sexual abuse.
Thank you for the opportunity to address this committee.
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