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Chairwoman Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and esteemed members of
the Public Safety Committee:

Good morning and thank you for the opportunity to speak today in support of House Bill 311,
introduced and co-sponsored by Representatives Erika White and James Hoops.

My name is Ralph Shearn, I am the Fire & EMS Communications Manager for the Lucas County
911 Regional Council of Governments. Also, here with me today is one of my Fire
Telecommunicator-EMDs, Christopher Ruble.

We are here today in support of House Bill 311 seeking to designate the third full week of May as
EMS Week in the State of Ohio, formally aligning our state with the longstanding national
observance that recognizes and honors the critical contributions of Emergency Medical
Dispatchers, EMTs, Paramedics, First Responders and Nurses, collectively known as EMS
professionals.

House Bill 311 is about more than dates on a calendar. It's about recognition, respect, and
reaffirming Ohio’s commitment to those who play a significant role in safeguarding our
communities across this great state—24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.

EMS professionals are often the first point of contact during some of the most traumatic and life-
threatening moments individuals and families will ever experience.

They are the first to provide medical care either over the phone or arriving at accidents, heart
attacks, overdoses, and disasters, delivering expert care in high-stress environments, often without
fanfare or formal thanks.

By codifying EMS Week into Ohio law, we send a clear and lasting message that we See, Value,
and Support our EMS professionals—not just in times of crisis, but consistently and officially. It
also provides communities, schools, local governments, and health systems with a clear and

Page 1 of 2



Lucas County 9211
Regional Council of Governments

OF GOVERNMENTS

2144 Monroe St., Toledo, OH 43604

www.911lucascountyoh.gov

consistent opportunity to educate the public, recruit the next generation of EMS providers, and
honor those who have dedicated their lives to serving others.

As I prepared my statement for this Committee I couldn’t help but reflect on my own contribution
as an EMS professional which began in Sandusky County nearly 40 years to the day. I have been
fortunate to work with numerous dedicated EMS professionals in my career and realize the impact
the collective group has made in other people’s lives.

I want to thank Representative Erika White, of Lucas County, and Representative James Hoops
for introducing this notable and timely legislation. Their leadership reflects a deep understanding
of the essential role EMS plays in Ohio’s public safety infrastructure.

In closing, I urge this committee to support House Bill 311 and move it forward for a full vote.
Recognizing EMS Week statewide is a simple yet powerful way to show gratitude, build
awareness, and strengthen the foundation of emergency care in Ohio.

Thank you for your time and your continued service to the people of Ohio. I’'m happy to answer
any questions.

Page 2 of 2



