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Date: October 24, 2025 

To the Honorable Members of the Ohio State Legislature, 

I am writing to you today in my capacity as Chief of the Toledo Fire and Rescue Department to offer 
testimony in strong support of the recognition of Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Week across 
the State of Ohio. 

Each day, EMS providers across our state respond to calls that range from life-threatening 
emergencies to routine medical assistance. They are the first line of care in our communities—
bringing compassion, skill, and critical medical expertise to the scenes of accidents, cardiac events, 
overdoses, and countless other emergencies. Their work is physically demanding, emotionally taxing, 
and often performed under intense pressure and unpredictable conditions. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, EMS professionals stood at the forefront of the public health 
response. They provided essential care to patients in their homes, in the streets, and in transport to 
hospitals—often without knowing the full extent of the risks they faced. They adapted quickly to 
evolving protocols, managed scarce resources, and continued to serve with unwavering dedication. 
Their courage and resilience saved lives and helped stabilize our healthcare system during one of the 
most challenging periods in recent history. 

Recognizing EMS Week at the state level is more than symbolic—it is a meaningful affirmation of the 
value these professionals bring to our communities. It is an opportunity to honor their service, raise 
public awareness of their role, and encourage support for the resources and training they need to 
continue delivering high-quality care. 

I respectfully urge the Ohio State Legislature to formally designate the third full week in May as EMS 
Week to stand in solidarity with the thousands of EMS workers who serve our state with distinction. 
Your support sends a powerful message that Ohio values it’s EMS workers and invests in the health 
and safety of its citizens. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Chief Allison Armstrong 
Toledo Fire and Rescue Department 


