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Re: V.J.’s Law Sponsor Testimony to the House Public Safety Committee 
 

Chairwoman Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, and members of the Ohio House Public Safety Committee, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 346, also known as V.J.'s 
Law. I am proud to introduce this critical legislation aimed at strengthening Ohio's mandatory reporting 
guidelines for suspected child abuse. This bill is named in honor of a survivor whose tragic story highlights the 
urgent need for reform in our child protection system.  

On September 17th, 2022, a 4.5-month-old infant, V.J., was brought to Aultman Hospital in Canton by 
her mother, presenting with severe rectal bleeding and anal injuries. The mother offered inconsistent 
explanations, claiming initially that the injuries were the result of constipation. Hospital staff, recognizing clear 
signs of grievous sexual abuse, contacted Stark County Job and Family Services (JFS) four times that evening 
to report their suspicions. Despite these urgent calls, no caseworker was dispatched to the hospital. Tragically, 
the emergency room physician declined to notify law enforcement directly, citing uncertainty about the injuries' 
cause, and V.J. was discharged. She was then sent back into the home she shared with her 22-year-old father, 
who was later identified as her rapist. 

V.J. endured what must have been excruciating pain over the weekend. It wasn't until September 19th 
that a Stark County JFS caseworker followed up, taking V.J. to the Children's Network of Stark County for an 
initial exam, which led to a referral to Akron Children's Hospital. There, a sexual assault kit confirmed severe 
anal tears requiring reconstructive surgery. Canton police were not notified until shortly after midnight on 
September 20th, four full days after the abuse is believed to have occurred. Once involved, detectives swiftly 
investigated, securing a confession from the father and confiscating evidence from the home, including bloody 
wipes and diapers. 

This delay was compounded by prior red flags: Stark County JFS had already established a safety plan a 
month earlier, stipulating that the father, who had a juvenile history of sex crimes, should not be left alone with 
V.J. Yet, the system's silos allowed these warnings to go unheeded in the critical moment. The father was 
ultimately convicted of rape and sentenced to life in prison without parole in March 2023, with the mother 
pleading guilty to endangering children and obstructing justice, and receiving four years' probation and a no-
contact order with V.J. unless approved by Children Services. V.J. has since been adopted into a loving home as 
of March 2025. 

Under current Ohio law, mandatory reporters, such as medical professionals, are required to report 
suspected child abuse or neglect to either a children services agency or law enforcement, but not necessarily 
both. Additionally, children services agencies have up to seven days to notify law enforcement after receiving a 
report. This framework creates dangerous gaps, as seen in V.J.'s case: Children Services lacks the authority to 
take immediate emergency custody without a court order, a power reserved for law enforcement in imminent 



 

danger situations. The absence of concurrent reporting and swift cross-notification allowed V.J. to be returned 
to her abuser, prolonging her suffering and risking further harm. 

House Bill 346 addresses these flaws head-on by enacting V.J.'s Law with three key reforms: 

• Requiring mandatory reporters to immediately notify both law enforcement and children services in 
cases of suspected child abuse or neglect. 

• Granting law enforcement access to relevant medical examination reports, ensuring they have the same 
information as children services to act decisively. 

• Reducing the timeframe for children services to notify law enforcement from seven days to just 48 
hours, closing the window for delays. 

These changes will foster better collaboration between agencies, empower quicker interventions, and prioritize 
child safety above all. As Detective Kevin Sedares, who investigated V.J.'s case and filed a complaint with the 
State Medical Board over Aultman's handling, has emphasized, systemic improvements are essential to prevent 
such oversights. V.J.'s story is a heartbreaking reminder that our laws must evolve to protect the most 
vulnerable among us. 

I urge the committee to support House Bill 346 and help ensure that no child falls through the cracks like V.J. 
did. Thank you for your time and consideration. I am happy to answer any questions. 

 
Regards, 

 
Matthew Kishman 
State Representative 
Ohio House District 50 


