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Chairman Abrams, Vice-Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the
House Public Safety Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify on HB 346 today. |
would also like to thank my cosponsor, Representative Kishman, for bringing this issue to

my attention.

When communication breaks down between the government and its citizens,
everyone loses. More often than not, the stakes aren’t terribly high: usually Medicaid and
unemployment disputes can be resolved. When it comes to abuse, though, we do not have
that luxury of “an acceptable level” of communication error because it could mean life or
death. And that’s what happened with baby V.J., who, after being taken to the hospital by
her mother who was concerned about injuries to her daughter, was released right back into
the hands of her sexually abusive father.? No police were called, and child services “waited

a few days to follow up on the report.”

V.)’s Law, cosponsored by Representative Kishman and |, seeks to ensure that
travesties like this can never occur again. This bill requires that all mandatory reporters
report suspected child abuse cases to both Children Services and the police. When abuse

is suspected, the police need to be involved in every step of the way: we can’t risk any

" https://www.cantonrep.com/story/news/local/stark-county/2025/06/16/v-j-s-law-introduced-by-ohio-rep-
matthew-
kishman/84184706007/?utm_campaign=trueanthem&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook
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person or organization middle-manning quite possibly the only thing that can save our
children’s lives. Next, V.J.’s Law provides law enforcement and Children Services access to
relevant medical examination reports. Once again, we cannot risk having middlemen
between our abused children and the people who can save their lives. Finally, V.J.’s Law
reduces the window for Children Services to notify law enforcement after a report of child
abuse from a period of seven days to 48 hours. When our children are being abused, itis
Children Services and our police who come to the rescue: we can never again risk that
these groups which can save our children from imminent abuse are not communicative

with each other.

As legislators, it is our most basic responsibility to ensure that easily fixable issues
like this can never happen again. Sometimes, the most easily fixable issues can have some
of the most disastrous consequences for our communities and children. Today, we can
ensure that the bureaucratic issues which made V.J. suffer for longer than any child should

ever have to can never happen again.

Chairman Abrams, Vice-Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of
the House Public Safety Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor

testimony on HB 346. | welcome any questions you may have.



