
 

  

November 10, 2025 

 

Dear Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and Members of the House 
Public Safety Committee, 

As the Sheriff of Stark County, Ohio, I thank you for the opportunity to voice my support of 
House Bill 346, known as “V.J.’s Law.” I come before you not only as a law enforcement officer, 
but as a father, a grandfather, and a protector of the most vulnerable members of our community, 
our children and individuals with developmental disabilities. I am passionate about these types of 
cases as earlier in my career, when I was a deputy, I was involved in investigating abuse against 
children where I saw firsthand the harm that so many suffer. 

“V.J.’s Law” is named for a baby girl from Canton who, in 2022, was released from the hospital 
and returned to the home of her abuser. Days passed before law enforcement was even notified. 
That delay could have meant the difference between safety and further suffering. It is a tragedy 
that should never be repeated. 

This legislation strengthens the requirements for mandated reporters who are legally obligated to 
report suspected abuse. It ensures that when abuse is suspected, reports must be made not only to 
the respective children’s services department, or the Department of Developmental Disabilities, 
but also directly to law enforcement. This dual notification is critical. It closes the gap that too 
often leaves children and vulnerable individuals in danger while agencies coordinate behind the 
scenes. 

As Sheriff, I have seen firsthand how delays in communication between agencies can result in 
missed opportunities to intervene. When law enforcement is notified promptly, we can act swiftly 
to investigate, protect, and prevent further harm. But when we are left out of the initial reporting 
loop, precious time is lost. 



V.J.’s Law also shortens the time between a report being made and agencies meeting to address 
it. This is not just a bureaucratic improvement, it is a potential life-saving measure. The faster we 
convene, the faster we can assess risk, mobilize resources, and ensure safety. 

This legislation does not place blame, it places responsibility. It empowers mandated reporters 
with clarity and urgency. It strengthens collaboration between law enforcement and social 
services. Perhaps most importantly, it honors the life of a child whose suffering must not be in 
vain. 

I urge you to pass V.J.’s Law. Let us stand together to ensure that no child, or person with special 
needs, is left waiting for help that should have come sooner. Let us make Ohio a state where 
protection is swift, coordinated, and unwavering. 

Thank you for your time and your commitment to the safety of our most vulnerable. 

Respectfully, 

Sheriff Eric Weisburn,  
Stark County, Ohio. 


