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My name is Det. Kevin Sedares, and | have been with Canton PD for 27 years. | am currently assigned to
the position of “Juvenile Sex Crimes” as a detective. This position is one that | have held for four years.
The purpose of my testimony today is to amend ‘ORC 2151.421’ (reporting child abuse or neglect),
specifically the wording to make it mandatory for law enforcement to be notified, as well as CPS.

The reason this change is needed is due to the fact that the current ORC is written in such a way that,
mandatory reporters are only required to report suspected abuse, or neglect to the local children
services agency, or, a peace officer in the county in which the child resides, or, in which the abuse or
neglect is occurring, or has occurred. There is NO requirement to notify law enforcement as long as
CPS has been notified. VJ's case could have, and should have, been immediately investigated by law
enforcement. However, in this case, because the ER doctor told his nurses not to notify law
enforcement because CPS had already been notified, this caused a failure in the current system which
resulted in CPS to not respond until Monday afternoon. It was not until CPS followed up on that
Monday afternoon, approximately three days later, and got the infant to Akron Children’s hospital did
we at Canton PD become aware of this crime. That Notification was made by Akron Children’s and not
by local CPS, nor the local hospital where the crime’s evidence was first observed.

If the mandatory reporting requirements are amended to include Law Enforcement AND child
protective services, an officer would be dispatched and immediately assess if a “Juvenile Rule 6” would
be warranted. In VJ’s case, had law enforcement been called to the emergency department of the
hospital when she was initially seen, she would have been taken into custody on a “JR6” and not sent
back home to her abuser, just waiting on CPS to follow up.

| have another recent case involving small child that was brought to the ER and the family was told to
self-transport to Akron Children’s. That child was severely beaten, covered in bruises and malnourished
to the point of almost death. CPS was notified, but NOT Law Enforcement. In this case, the mom and
step dad have both been convicted and sentenced to prison based off of this crime. This female victim
spent several weeks in the hospital recovering. In this case, thankfully, the grandmother stepped up
and took the child to the ER. However, if the grandmother would have not taken the child to Akron
Children’s, and kept this a family secret as the parents had been doing, law enforcement would have
been playing catch up trying to locate and save this child. By the grace of God, the grandmother was a
good person and did the right thing, but this is just another example of why law enforcement needs
immediately notified at the same time as Children’s Protective Services.
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