Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of
the House Public Safety Committee, thank you for the opportunity to
submit written testimony in strong support of House Bill 417,

My name is Bruce Langos, a resident of Dayton, Ohio. I testify as a former
board member of the Humane Society and a former Ohio Humane Agent,
where I directly investigated cases of animal cruelty and neglect.

Critical Gaps in Current Law

In my experience, Ohio’s existing statutes under Chapter 959 often fail to
prevent reoffending due to inadequate training and enforcement tools.
Peace officers frequently mishandle cruelty investigations because they lack
specialized knowledge in identifying neglect or properly collecting evidence.
House Bill 417 addresses this by mandating two hours of annuaf training on
Chapter 959 cruelty laws for all peace Qﬁ‘" cers—a measure 1 have long
advocated.

Preventing Re-offense and Enhancing Safety

The bill imposes lifetime bans on dog ownership for those convicted of
felony-level companion animal abuse, such as torture or serious harm, and
two-year bans for misdemeanors. These are enforced through a public "Do
Not Adopt" registry managed by the Auditor of State, building on Ohio
Revised Code 955,54, It further requires microchipping and establishes a
statewide dangerous dog registry, preventing abusers from evading
restrictions by relocating across county lines. While Tennessee pioneered a
similar statewide system in 2015 via its Bureau of Investigation, Ohio's
model-—streamlined and comprehensive—would position our state as a
national leader in protecting families from vicious animals.

Practical Enforcement Measures

House Bill 417 requires spay/neuter prior to shelter adoptions to curb
overpopulation, bans the mistreatment of companion animal remains, and
imposes mandatory minimum fines of $2,500 for abuse violations. These
fines fund humane agent training under Ohio Revised Code 1717.061 and
reimburse investigation costs, creating a seif-sustaining enforcement
system.




This legistation deters cruelty, bolsters public safety, and supports
overwhelmed shelters without undue burdens—appropriately exempting
veterinary care, research, and hunting activities. As one who has seized
abused animals and testified in court, I assure you it strikes the right
balance. I respectfully urge a DO PASS recommendation and prompt
enactment,

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully

Bruce Langos




