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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the Public Safety
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 614 or the
Second Chance Safety Act.

At its core, this bill is about public safety and responsible action during moments of crisis.

Sometimes life hits hard, especially in today’s world. We all know someone dealing with
depression, overwhelming stress, addiction, or other serious mental health challenges. In these
moments of crisis, some people turn to taking their own life. Suicides involving a firearm
account for the largest share of completed suicides in the state of Ohio and this crisis has only

gotten worse in recent years. Compared to other methods of attempts on one’s life, the use of a
firearm is highly lethal and provides less opportunity for someone to change their mind before
following through with this irreversible decision. In those moments, making sure someone has
the option to create temporary space between themselves and their firearm can be the difference

between life and death.

Many responsible gun owners understand this and may seek help voluntarily. Dealers and law
enforcement officers may be willing to assist and provide gun owners a safe place to temporarily
store their gun while they are experiencing a mental health crisis. However, under current law,
there is legal uncertainty that can discourage that cooperation.

House Bill 614 removes that uncertainty. It provides civil liability protections to federally
licensed firearm dealers and law enforcement agencies that voluntarily enter into firearm hold
agreements with an owner. These agreements do not restrict constitutional rights, they simply
allow a temporary, consensual safety measure.

We should not have laws that punish responsible gun owners for asking for help.
We should not expose responsible dealers to lawsuits for acting in good faith.
And we should not deter law enforcement from participating in voluntary safety programs.


https://www.healthpolicyohio.org/health-policy-news/2022/09/16/firearms-most-common-method-of-suicide-in-ohio-hpio-analysis-finds
https://hsph.harvard.edu/research/means-matter/means-matter-basics/method-choice-and-intent/

If someone is reaching out for help in a vulnerable moment, the law should support them, not
stand in the way.

This bill does not create mandates, nor does it expand government authority. It does not infringe
on lawful ownership. In fact, it does the opposite. It clarifies that when responsible people act
proactively to protect themselves, their families, and their communities, the law should protect
them... not punish them.

Public safety is strongest when individuals, businesses, and law enforcement can work together
without fear of government or civil intervention.

House Bill 614 reinforces that partnership.

I respectfully ask for your support and will happily take any questions.



