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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and distinguished members of the
Public Safety committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House
Bill 614, the Second Chance Safety Act.

H.B. 614 creates a voluntary framework for temporary firearm hold agreements in Ohio. It
allows a lawful firearm owner to temporarily transfer possession of a firearm to a federally
licensed firearms dealer or a county or municipal law enforcement agency for an agreed period
of time. At the end of that period, the firearm is returned to the owner.

The bill provides limited civil immunity to the dealer or law enforcement agency for returning
the firearm pursuant to the agreement, unless their actions constitute unlawful conduct. This
protection is critical. Under current law, liability concerns may discourage dealers or agencies
from offering temporary storage. This bill removes that barrier and ensures those willing to help
can do so without fear of being sued simply for returning lawfully owned property under a
voluntary agreement.

This legislation is not a mandate, and it does not create a red flag law. Participation is entirely
voluntary. It simply gives responsible firearm owners another option during periods of personal
hardship or crisis.

The bill also requires the Department of Health, in consultation with the Department of Veterans
Services, to publish a pamphlet with mental health resources, including 988 crisis information,
Veterans Crisis Line information, local veterans’ organizations, and guidance on secure firearm
storage devices.

H.B. 614 promotes personal responsibility, protects constitutional rights, and provides a practical
tool to help prevent tragedy. Representative Rader and I respectfully ask for your favorable
consideration and are happy to answer any questions the committee may have. Thank you.
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