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Testifying as Opponent 
 
 
Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas and members of the House Public 
Safety Committee, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in opposition to the latest substitute version of House Bill 
1 (Sub HB1). 
 
My name is Jackie Zong. I lead an AI and analytics team for a Fortune 100 company here in 
Ohio. My core message today is simple: We cannot win the global race for Artificial Intelligence 
if we deport the very people who are winning it for us. House Bill 1 aims to protect Ohio, but 
in its current form, it does the opposite: it hands our global competitors a massive 
strategic victory. 
 
The data is clear on who builds American technology today: 

●​ More than One-third of the world’s top AI talent is of Chinese heritage [1]. 
●​ Historically, the U.S. has been the primary beneficiary of this; 80% of international AI 

Ph.D.s choose to stay here long-term [2]. 
●​ In my own teams, first-generation immigrants are the ones filing the patents and building 

the innovative solutions that keep Ohio—and America—ahead. 
 
When we pass laws like HB 1, we aren't stopping a threat; we are creating a "Brain Drain." By 
barring these innovators from something as fundamental as buying a home, we are telling them: 
“You are not welcome here.” 
 
I am seeing our talent pipeline collapse in three ways: 

1.​ Current Talent is Packing: Our best AI specialists—graduates from The Ohio State 
University or other top universities—are ready to leave if this bill passes. They are 
leaving because Ohio is making it impossible for them to put down roots. 

2.​ The Pipeline is Frozen: Elite global candidates are simply crossing Ohio off their lists 
and moving to the next zip code where they are welcome. 

3.​ Corporate Withdrawal: The uncertainty of bills like this has forced my company to stop 
sponsoring work visas for these specialized roles. The legislative risk is too high. This 
has cut our AI talent pipeline by over 50%. We cannot find these skills locally, our 
projects are stalling, and we are falling behind. 

 
Every AI specialist who leaves Ohio is a gift to our adversaries. If we make it impossible for 
them to stay, they will take their innovations back to China. We are effectively helping our 
competitors’ tech industries by educating the world's best minds and then forcing them out. 
 
Twelve years ago, I came to Ohio as an international student. I eventually chose to buy a home 
here as my commitment to this state. House Bill 1 destroys that bridge. It makes Ohio less 
competitive and, ultimately, less safe. 
 

Don't let this bill be the reason we lose the AI race. Please vote "No" on Substitute House 
Bill 1. 



 
Thank you for your time. 
 
 

[1] MacroPolo, Paulson Institute. The Global AI Talent Tracker 2.0 (2024). This study analyzed 
the career paths of the top 2% of AI researchers globally, finding that 38% of this elite tier are of 
Chinese heritage, the majority of whom work for American institutions. 

[2] Center for Security and Emerging Technology (CSET), Georgetown University. Trends in 
U.S. Intention-to-Stay Rates (2024). This research confirms that international AI Ph.D. students 
have historically had a over 5 year "stay rate" of over 80%, though recent legislative and 
geopolitical uncertainty is beginning to drive this number downward. 

 
 


