
Chair Abrams, Vice Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to 
testify today. 
 
My name is Wess Miller. I currently live in Plano, Texas, but Ohio still feels like home. I spent the first 34 years of my life in 
Columbus. My parents, brothers and sisters, aunts, uncles, cousins, both of my grandmothers, and many close friends – 
several of whom are here with me today – still live here. 
 
I’m here because this bill will directly affect people I care deeply about and institutions across the state of Ohio. 
 
I’ve reviewed the November 19th revision of HB 1. I’ll acknowledge that the changes move the bill from terrible to bad. 
But I am still here to testify against it on principle. 
 
This bill does nothing to improve national security 
 
This bill has been framed as a matter of national security. Respectfully, that logic does not hold up. 
 
National security is the responsibility of the federal government. States do not determine foreign policy, intelligence 
strategy, or counter-espionage. Ohio’s legislature does not have the tools or authority to do that work. What this bill 
does instead is target people who are here legally—students, doctors, engineers, researchers, and entrepreneurs—
simply because of where they were born. 
 
If the concern were truly national security, we would be discussing federal visa policy and intelligence coordination.  
 
Instead, this bill restricts property ownership by legal immigrants in Ohio. That does not stop espionage. It does, 
however, send a message that some of our neighbors are not trusted here. 
 
Let’s also be honest about something. This bill is about politics. The political climate today is not the same as when this 
legislation was first introduced a year ago. America is deeply divided, and voters across the country are showing fatigue 
with policies that pit communities against one another. Recent polling, special elections and primaries across the 
country reflect that frustration. Voters are asking for solutions, not more division. 
 
The question before this committee is simple: do Ohioans really want legislation that divides them even further? 
 
This bill does not just affect LEGAL immigrants. It will hurt all Ohioans. 
 
It will hurt the economy. When states pass laws that target legal immigrants, talented people choose to live, work, and 
invest somewhere else. 
 
It will hurt the workforce. Ohio is already struggling to find talent in several sectors. This legislation will only make that 
problem worse by discouraging skilled professionals from coming here. 
 
It will hurt education and academia. Our universities depend on talented students, researchers, and faculty from around 
the world. Policies like this risk driving that talent elsewhere. 
 
It will affect real estate markets by forcing some legal residents to sell property and discouraging others from investing 
here. 
 
It will impact healthcare, where many communities already face shortages of doctors and specialists, many of whom 
come from immigrant backgrounds. 
 
And it will deepen social divisions. When laws single out communities based on nationality or place of birth, they send a 
signal far beyond what is written on the page. In places where similar laws have been enacted, harassment and hate 



incidents rose sharply, particularly within Asian American communities. Policies like this risk fueling suspicion and 
hostility between neighbors and could lead to an increase in hate crimes. 
 
This bill does not reflect the will of Ohioans 
 
I’ve spent the past several months meeting with members of this committee. I’ve met with all four Democrats and 
nearly all the Republicans. I’m not going to call anyone out by name, but I will say this: at least two Republican 
committee members shared serious concerns about this legislation at a fundamental level. I appreciated those honest 
conversations. 
 
I also want to acknowledge something about the role of this body. Members of the House are elected to represent their 
districts and to listen to the people they serve. From the conversations I’ve had across communities in Ohio, this bill 
does not reflect the will of the people. 
 
At a time when our country is already deeply divided, we should be trying to bring people together, not passing laws 
that deepen those divisions. 
 
We should also ask a broader question: what kind of Ohio are we building? 
 
Ohio has always been a place of innovation and opportunity. The home of the Wright brothers. The birthplace of Jesse 
Owens, who stood on the world stage in 1936 and proved that prejudice has no place in greatness. The state that 
produced Neil Armstrong, the first human to walk on the moon. The land where rock and roll took root. 
 
Ohio was also a gateway to freedom along the Underground Railroad, where people crossed the Ohio River seeking 
liberty and a chance to build a new life. 
 
That legacy matters. 
 
I want to close with three simple points. 
 
First, this bill does absolutely nothing to make our nation more secure. 
 
Second, it will hurt Ohio and Ohioans economically, socially, and culturally. 
 
And third, we are spending time and energy on legislation like this instead of focusing on the real problems Ohioans 
expect us to solve. 
 
I want to be clear about something. 
 
I’m not here asking you to amend this bill. 
 
I’m asking you to do what is best for Ohio and for Ohioans. 
 
Kill the bill. 
 
Because laws like this do not make us safer. They make us poorer, more divided, and less true to the values that built 
this state. 
 
Ohio’s strength has always been in the people who choose to come here, contribute here, and build their lives here. 
 
We should not close that door now. 
 
Thank you for your time. 


