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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the House 
Public Safety Committee, 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in opposition to the latest substitute version of 
House Bill 1 (Sub HB 1). My name is Hao Cong, and I live in Mason, Ohio. I respectfully ask 
this committee to oppose Sub HB 1. 

While the substitute bill has amended certain provisions from the original version—such as 
reducing the distance from 25 miles to 10 miles from critical infrastructure—these changes 
do not change the overall nature of the bill. It still attempts to address the actions of a few 
individuals while potentially affecting hundreds of thousands of hardworking people across 
our communities. 

Immigrants have contributed enormously to the strength of our state and our country. 
Research shows that about 25% of small businesses in the United States are created by 
immigrants, and nearly half of startup companies have at least one immigrant founder. 
These businesses create jobs, drive innovation, and help communities thrive. 

When you chose to run for public office, I do not believe your goal was to punish thousands 
of good, hardworking people simply to target a few bad actors. I also do not believe you 
entered public service with the intention of advancing a political or party agenda above the 
well-being of the communities you represent. I believe you ran because you wanted to build 
a better future for your children, your grandchildren, and for all Ohio families. 

That is a dream we share. I hope we can work together toward that common goal—
strengthening our communities while treating hardworking people fairly. 

For these reasons, I respectfully urge the committee to oppose Sub HB 1. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 


