Testimony Against Substitute House Bill No.1
Submitted by Yifeng Jia
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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas and members of the House Public
Safety Committee,

| write to express my strong opposition to Substitute House Bill No. 1 (Sub HB1), which seeks to
restrict property ownership by legal residents of Ohio based on their country of origin.

| appreciate that the latest amendment to Sub HB1 excludes green card holders and reduces
the proposed restriction zone to within 10 miles of critical infrastructure. These changes are a
positive step and show that legislators are listening to public concerns. However, the
amendment does not resolve the bill's fundamental issue. Sub HB1 would still prohibit many
lawful residents—people who legally live, work, and pay taxes in Ohio—from purchasing homes
simply because they come from certain countries.

Policies like Sub HB1 run counter to the core American principles of equality, liberty, and
individual freedom. Individuals should be judged by their actions, not by their place of birth.
Restricting property ownership based on nationality risks harming Ohio’s reputation as a
welcoming and competitive state and may discourage talented professionals, researchers,
entrepreneurs, and students from choosing Ohio as a place to build their lives.

Even with the amendment, Sub HB1 sends a troubling message to many lawful residents—that
they may be viewed with suspicion because of their national origin. It risks creating unnecessary
division within communities and undermines the sense of belonging that helps families and
neighborhoods thrive.

The Chinese and other immigrant communities in Ohio include hardworking families, students,
scientists, engineers, and small business owners who contribute meaningfully to the state’s
economy and civic life. Restricting property ownership for lawful residents would weaken Ohio’s
ability to attract and retain talent and investment.

| recognize and respect the importance of protecting national security and safeguarding critical
infrastructure. However, broad restrictions targeting individuals based on nationality are unlikely
to be the most effective way to address those concerns and may create significant unintended
consequences for people who are already part of Ohio’s communities.

For these reasons, | respectfully urge the Committee to oppose Sub HB1 and to pursue
solutions that protect national security while also upholding fairness and the principles that
make Ohio a welcoming place to live and work.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Yifeng Jia



