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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas and members of the House Public
Safety Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in opposition to the latest substitute version of House Bill
1 (Sub HB1). My name is Wei He, and | live in Dublin, Ohio. | am asking this committee to
oppose the HB 1 Sub-bill.

Banning home property ownership based on national origin does little to enhance national
security.

1. Surveillance Does Not Require Property Ownership. Effective surveillance can be conducted
from rental properties, short-term accommodations like Airbnb or hotels, parked vehicles, and
drones.

In contrast, owning real estate is traceable, risky and leaves a paper trail. Espionage favors
mobility and deniability, not property deeds. We haven't seen any single documented case of a
Chinese national using a personally owned home in Ohio to conduct surveillance.

2. Sabotage Is Not Prevented by a 10-Mile Rule

Modern sabotage is increasingly digital, remote, and decentralized. It does not require land
acquisition.

3. The Real Threat Lies in Anonymous Shell Companies

Even if proximity were a factor, the true risk lies in opaque front companies that conceal their
ownership. These entities could register in places like Panama, Cayman Islands, or the British
Virgin Islands—none of which are on adversary or terrorism watch lists. Yet they can be secretly
owned by malicious actors from anywhere in the world. A thorough risk assessment of the
source of funding behind real estate acquisitions should be the key to uncover true risk.

I urge you to shift the bill's focus away from politically convenient target, and redirect it toward
the true threats posed by anonymous shell entities and opaque financial flows. As it stands, this
bill risks alienating good people who come to America drawn by its ideals, undermining Ohio’s
global competitiveness and exacerbating brain drain.



Ohio’s population is shrinking and aging. Between 2020 and 2022, we lost 42,234 people. At
this pace, we risk losing up to 675,000 people in the next 25 years. We need to attract young,
hard-working talent—not drive it away.

Although the sub-bill exempts green card holders and military personnel, it still targets
law-abiding immigrants and long-time residents solely based on their nationality. This includes
international workers and students who live, study, and contribute to Ohio’s economy and
communities.

For these reasons, | respectfully urge you to vote NO on Substitute HB 1.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Wei He



