Chairperson Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the
Public Safety Committee,

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Terence. | am a software
engineer and a musician. | am strongly opposed to HB 1.

This bill discriminates openly against Ohioans based on their nation of origin. People
who have invested their whole selves in this state - building businesses, building
community, raising families - have every right to own property and build a life here.

My father’s parents came to the United States from Germany in the 1920s and, despite
our countries going to war, they were allowed the opportunity to work hard, to
ultimately own their own delicatessen, and in so doing to support and feed themselves
and their neighbors.

Thanks to that opportunity, they were able to put down roots and raise a family,
including my father who served this country in a decades-long career in the federal
government. In turn he and my mother were able to raise three kids of their own, and to
pay for us all to receive a good education.

If you pass this bill into law, you will not only be harming those who wish to create lives
here, but you will be starving Ohio itself of the vitality, culture and social growth
immigrants bring with them.

Therefore, | ask you to consider my testimony and vote NO on this blatantly harmful,
discriminatory bill. Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.



