
Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas and members of the House Public 
Safety Committee, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in opposition to the latest substitute version of House Bill 
1 (Sub HB1). My name is Tony Cao, and I live in Mason, Ohio. I am asking this committee to 
oppose the HB 1 Sub-bill. 

I am speaking today as someone who has built a life, raised a family, and developed a career in 
Ohio’s technology sector. I am deeply concerned about Substitute HB 1, which would prohibit 
immigrants from owning property within ten miles of a broad range of so-called “critical 
infrastructure.” This definition is so expansive it effectively covers most developed areas of our 
state. Restricting property ownership in this way would place sweeping limits on where 
immigrants — including families raising children and contributing to Ohio’s workforce — can 
live and invest. 

While the bill exempts green card holders and military personnel, it still singles out law-abiding 
immigrants based solely on nationality. Many come to Ohio to study, work in critical industries, 
and build communities. Policies that cast them as potential security threats threaten the stability 
and belonging that allow families to thrive. 

Ohio’s future depends on attracting talent, investment, and innovation in a competitive global 
economy. Legislation that creates uncertainty around housing and settlement may quietly 
influence where students enroll, where professionals work, and where companies invest. This 
could hurt our universities, hospitals, tech firms, and broader economy. 

If there are genuine national security concerns, they should be addressed through targeted, 
evidence-based reviews — not sweeping bans that unfairly target people based on where they 
come from. 

Ohio has long benefited from being an open, welcoming state where families and professionals 
from diverse backgrounds can build their futures. For these reasons, I respectfully urge you to 
vote NO on Substitute HB 1. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 


