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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and esteemed members of the 
House Public Safety Committee, thank you for the opportunity to speak. 

My name is Xin Yuan. I testified previously against House Bill 1. I am here again because the 
sub bill does not fix the fundamental problems of the original. I am both angry and deeply 
saddened watching this process unfold. 

I want to acknowledge that many of you took the time to meet with us and seriously listen 
to our concerns. Many of you recognized that the definitions like “prohibited person” and 
“critical infrastructure” are far too broad. Yet the sub bill fails to address those concerns. 
Nearly 300 Ohioans testified against the original HB1. Because the sub bill didn’t change 
the core provisions, those voices still count. If those concerns, yours included, can simply 
be pushed aside, does Ohio still have democracy?  

We also asked for evidence showing that home ownership threatens national security. 
None was provided—because none exists. If there is no evidence, what’s the legal base of 
this bill? 

The green card exemption doesn’t change the fact that it targets people from certain 
countries without proof of risk. By adding criminal cartels to the prohibited list, the sub bill 
places entire nationalities alongside criminals—people like me are treated as criminals 
simply because of where we come from. How is this not racist? 

Reducing the restriction from 25 miles to 10 miles makes no difference, which you can see 
from the attached map1. This is still a statewide ban, showing how carelessly the sub bill 
was drafted. 

This bill harms Ohio’s economy and wastes taxpayer money. As the Global Business 
Alliance2 noted, over 1,300 international companies employ nearly 323,000 Ohioans. This 
bill drives away investment and talent, as once could be placed on a prohibited list without 
any wrongdoing, and property ownership could be even confiscated. The Ohio Prosecuting 
Attorneys Association3  specifically warned that the costs of enforcing this law could be 

 
1 Source: Justice For Ohio, “Critical Infrastructure 10-Mile Range Map,” accessed March 2026 
2 https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb1/committee 
3 https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb1/committee 



significant. The reality? Ohio taxpayers will be paying for political theater that does nothing 
to improve national security. In trying to look tough, this bill weakens Ohio from within. 

The bill exempts real estate brokers from responsibility, even though they handle the 
transactions. This appears to be a shallow response to concerns about fair lending, 
especially given that the bill’s sponsor is herself a realtor. If the goal is security, shouldn’t 
responsibility stay with those most involved? 

If the goal is to protect infrastructure, shouldn’t we focus on the real threats—like aging 
electrical facilities that left thousands of Ohioans without power this past weekend. 

This bill undermines fundamental constitutional principles and the free market.  

It is shameful that families and legislators must waste time on a bill that is so flawed, 
racist, and divisive. That time could be spent on policies that put Ohioans first. 

I urge you to reject this bill. I’m sure you don’t want your names on a bill that only damages 
Ohio. 

Thank you. 
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