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Testifying as Opponent 

Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the House 

Public Safety Committee, 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in opposition to the substitute version of House Bill 1. 

My name is Qingxiang Wu; I reside at 8740 Swisher Creek Crossing, New Albany, Ohio. I am 

writing to respectfully urge this committee to oppose the HB 1 Sub-bill. 

I oppose this legislation because it would prohibit many immigrants from owning property 

within ten miles of an extremely broad list of "critical infrastructure." The definition of 

infrastructure in this bill is so expansive that it encompasses nearly every essential utility and 

communication system in our state—from electrical grids and water systems to fiber-optic 

networks and radio facilities. Such a restriction represents an unprecedented level of government 

overreach that would effectively cordon off vast portions of Ohio from international residents. 

While the sub-bill provides exemptions for green card holders and military personnel, it still 

unfairly targets law-abiding residents based solely on their nationality. This includes 

international researchers, students, and specialized workers who live, study, and contribute to 

Ohio’s economy. 

Furthermore, HB 1 threatens Ohio’s economic competitiveness. It sends a chilling message to 

global talent and investors at a time when our state should be a magnet for innovation. By 

complicating ordinary real estate transactions and signaling a closed-door policy, we risk driving 

away the very professionals who fuel our growth. If there are legitimate national security 

concerns, they should be addressed through evidence-based reviews of specific, high-risk 

transactions—not through sweeping bans that profile individuals based on their country of birth. 

This issue is personal to me. I arrived in Ohio in 2012 as a student at The Ohio State University. 

After graduating from the Fisher College of Business, I started a business in Columbus, got 

married, and am now raising two children here. Over the years, I have invested millions of 



dollars in Columbus real estate, donated over half a million dollars to our local church, and 

employed many fellow Ohioans of all backgrounds. 

My 8-year-old son and 10-year-old daughter are happy students at Columbus Academy. We view 

Columbus as our home. Although we now hold permanent resident cards, I cannot imagine the 

day I might have to tell my children that some of their schoolmates or friends from church must 

leave their homes simply because of where their parents were born. 

In our daily lives, Ohioans have been nothing but kind and welcoming. It is difficult to reconcile 

that kindness with a law that feels like state-sanctioned discrimination. If my children ask, "Are 

these people really welcoming us, or are they just pretending to be nice?" I honestly would not 

know how to answer. 

Ohio is a state built on hard work and community. I urge you not to undermine those values. For 

these reasons, I respectfully ask you to vote NO on Substitute HB 1. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Qingxiang Wu 
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