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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas and members of the House Public 
Safety Committee, 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in opposition to House Bill 1. 

My name is Shutaro Sekito, and I am part of a first-generation Japanese family. I am proud to 
call Ohio home, and my family’s experience reflects the contributions that immigrant 
communities make to our state every day. 

Like many immigrant families, my family came to the United States seeking opportunity, stability, 
and a place to build a future. Ohio has been that place for us. We have worked hard, contributed 
to our community, and built our lives here. The ability to live, work, and invest in the 
communities through owning property has always been an important part of feeling secure and 
truly belonging. 

House Bill 1 raises serious concerns for families like mine. While the bill may be framed as a 
matter of national security, policies that restrict property ownership based on nationality risks 
creating fear, confusion, and discrimination for people who are simply trying to live their lives 
and contribute to their communities. Laws like this can make immigrant families feel singled out 
or unwelcome, even when they are lawful residents and long-time members of their 
communities. 

For first-generation families, stability matters deeply. The ability to buy a home or invest in 
property is not just an economic decision—it represents security, permanence, and the belief 
that we have a place in the community we have helped build. Legislation that threatens that 
sense of belonging sends a troubling message to immigrant families across Ohio. 

Ohio benefits from people of many backgrounds who come here to study, work, raise families, 
and contribute to the state’s future. Policies that create barriers or fear among immigrant 
communities risk undermining that strength. 

 

For these reasons, I respectfully urge you to vote NO on Substitute HB 1. 

 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 


