Chair Abrams, Vice-Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas and Members of the Public Safety
Committee:

Thanks for the opportunity to testify against Substitute HB1. I am a 16-year-old high school student.

As an American citizen living in Ohio, it deeply disheartens me that our state is considering legislation
that would discriminate against people from nations labeled as “adversarial.” These are individuals who
come from a wide range of backgrounds and circumstances—students seeking education, families seeking
opportunity, and professionals contributing their talents to our communities. They are not enemies of our
state. They are people who, like so many immigrants before them, hope to build better lives while
contributing positively to the places they call home.

History shows us the dangers of allowing fear to shape our policies. During World War II, fear and
suspicion led to the unjust internment of Japanese Americans—many of whom were loyal citizens who
had done nothing wrong. Looking more recently, we saw a troubling rise in hostility and violence against
East Asian communities during and after the COVID-19 pandemic, fueled by rhetoric that blamed entire
groups of people for global events beyond their control. When governments adopt policies that single out
people based on nationality or perceived political ties, it can reinforce harmful stereotypes and legitimize
discrimination in everyday life.

If this bill becomes law, it would set a troubling precedent for the future. Laws like this send a powerful
message—not only to those who are directly affected, but to the broader public as well. It risks telling our
communities that certain people are less welcome simply because of where they come from. Ohio has
long benefited from immigrants, international students, and scholars who enrich our schools, our
economy, and our cultural life. Turning away from that tradition undermines the values of fairness and
openness that many of us believe define our state and our country.

As a high school student, I worry about what this means for my generation and for the future of our
communities. Many of us grow up learning that America is a place that values equality, opportunity, and
respect for people from all backgrounds. If this bill is signed into law, it sends a very different message—
that fear can override those principles. I hope our leaders will consider the long-term impact of this
decision and choose a path that reflects the inclusive and welcoming society that many young people
aspire to build.

I respectfully urge you to vote NO on Substitute HB 1.



