
Testimony Against Substitute H.B. 1 

Submitted by:  Hanning Chen 

Testifying as Opponent 

 

Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas and members of the House Public Safety 
Committee, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in opposition to the substitute version of House Bill 1 passed by 
the committee on November 19, 2025. My name is Hanning Chen, and I live in Plain City, Ohio. I am 
asking this committee to oppose the HB 1 Sub-bill. 

I strongly oppose the sub-bill and I’ll state one of my reasons below, with the background that I proudly 
naturalized as US citizen in September of last year: 

In January 2025, when the release of DeepSeek gained significant global attention for its advanced and 
cost-effective reasoning capabilities, I was quite alarmed. While I’m proud of my Chinese heritage and 
the strong emphasis we place on STEM and education in general, I’m very uncomfortable seeing China 
surpass the U.S. in the competition for top-tier scientific and technological talent—especially given 
the explosive development of AI technology today. 

How the U.S. can win this race is by gathering the smartest minds. Just take a look at the top scientists 
and engineers leading cutting-edge AI research and development, and see how many are of Chinese 
heritage. 

The vast majority of Chinese international students, scholars, and H-1B workers are not in the U.S. to 
sabotage “critical” infrastructure, and certainly not doing so by purchasing property. They represent 
some of the most talented and accomplished individuals from China. They come here to study, and if 
this country treats them well, many will want to stay and contribute to the prosperity of this great 
nation. 

It would be a huge loss for the U.S. to ban them from buying homes or to treat them with hostility. 

For this reason, I respectfully urge you to vote NO on Substitute HB 1. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Hanning Chen 
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