May 16%, 2025

Dear Chairwoman Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the
House Public Safety Committee,

My name is Yuepeng Deng & I am from Perrysburg OH. I’'m a father of three children who have
spent most of their lives here in Ohio. My wife and I have lived in different parts of this country,
but we chose to settle here because we love the people and the spirit of this great Buckeye State.

I am deeply concerned about HB1 Sub Bill. Despite its revisions, this bill still strips away equal
property rights and constitutional protections from people who have faithfully contributed to
Ohio. Let me be clear: HB1 will not help Ohio—it will harm it. We owe it to ourselves, to our
children, and to future generations to stand for equality and justice—the rights that so many
before us fought to secure.

God commands us to love foreigners. As Deuteronomy 10:19 states: ““You are to love those who
are foreigners, for you yourselves were foreigners in Egypt.”

Recent findings from the Pew Research Center show that first- and second-generation Americans
make up about 28% of the U.S. population today. If we trace back six generations, more than
95% of Americans have at least one ancestor who was an immigrant. In other words, most of the
people in the United States today are descendants of foreigners.

As a church planter, I would like to challenge our legislators —many of whom I understand are
Christians. Three years ago, God called me to plant a church called All-Nations Bible Church.
That name was no accident. The gospel is for all nations—not some, not a few, but all.

Imagine if, when sharing the gospel, we had to ask someone about their nationality or
background before telling them about Jesus and His salvation. That would not come from a
loving God—it would come from our own sinful nature. And that is exactly what HB1 does: it
excludes. It denies equal rights to people our Constitution already protects. This bill is not an act
of love—it is an act of division and hatred.

Let me close with the words of 1 John 4:19-20: “We love because He first loved us. Whoever
claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother
and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen.”

HB1 shows no love to the very people who would be most harmed. To our legislators, I say:
Love God. Love people. Do what is right for Ohio.

In Christ,
Yuepeng Deng

A 16-year resident in Perrysburg OH



