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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking 
Member Thomas and members of the House 
Public Safety Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in 
opposition to the substitute version of House 
Bill 1 passed by the committee on November 
19, 2025. My name is Yanfei Zhang and I live 
in Chesterland Ohio. I am asking this 
committee to oppose the HB 1 Sub-bill.

Although the sub-bill is a better version 
vs the original one, it is not enough, it still 
practically prohibits new comers from owning 
property within ten miles of an extremely 
broad list of so-called “critical 
infrastructure.”

I personally helped a new graduate landed an 
internship in Cleveland area at the end of last 
year. He is very talented, with background of 
both electrical engineering and software 
engineering, just graduated from a highly 
selective graduate school in California. The 
company offers this position to him is a 
subsidiary company of a public trading 
private company in china. The local branch 
has hired couple of dozen citizens in 
Cleveland area, and is still expanding. 

This young man did not expect the hash 
winter in northeastern Ohio, but he has 
survived and very much wants to stay here. 
But this substitute bill would very much make 
him wonder whether he is welcomed here in 
Ohio! 

Many of you might not familiar with the 
immigration process, on average bases, it 
takes about 5-8 years for a new graduate to 
get a green card!   



Making things worse, his company located in 
an industrial park, closing to many “critical 
infrastructures”. Many of his coworkers who 
already hold the working visa would not be 
allowed to buy a property close to their 
company if this bill passes through. 

This bill definitely would not help Ohio’s 
economic competitiveness. 

In recent years, many investors and 
entrepreneurs from China came to Ohio, they 
built factories, opened businesses, brought 
jobs here, paying taxes and contributing to 
local economy. 

This bill would pour a a bucket of ice water on 
them, and not help even a tiny bit of 
legitimate national security concerns!

For these reasons, I respectfully urge you to 
vote NO on Substitute HB 1.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Yanfei Zhang 


