
Testimony Against H.B. 1 substitute bill 
Submitted by: Xiang Zhang 

Testifying as Opponent 
 
 
Xiang Zhang, PhD 
Professor and Director 
 
03/15/2026 
 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I am a professor at a medical school. In my work as a researcher, every claim I make must be 
supported by evidence. I believe the same standard should apply to legislation. 
 
The H.B. 1 substitute bill claims that home ownership is related to national security. However, 
the sponsors have not provided evidence to support this claim, nor evidence showing that 
renting a home is safer for national security than owning one. If such evidence exists, I 
respectfully ask the sponsors to present it to this body and to the public. 
 
If home ownership is unrelated to national security, people will naturally ask: Why was this bill 
proposed? 
 
What I can see is this: the bill stands in sharp conflict with the foundation of the United 
States—the principles of freedom, equality, and justice. These are the values that brought me 
to this country 28 years ago, and they are the values that make America strong. 
 
This bill raises serious concerns about discrimination under the name of “national security.” 
 
Laws should protect freedom, not create suspicion based on who people are. 
 
For these reasons, I respectfully urge this committee to reject the H.B. 1 substitute bill. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration, 
 
 
Xiang Zhang 


