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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas and members of the House Public
Safety Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in opposition to the substitute version of House Bill 1

My name is Liqin Jiang, a mother of four children, all born in Cincinnati. I came to the United
States in August 1998 on an F2 spouse visa, later becoming an F1 student, then an H1B worker,
and eventually a green card holder. After 13 years of hard work and perseverance, I became a
naturalized U.S. citizen.

Like many working mothers, I balanced the demands of raising children while building a career.
Even after sleepless nights caring for a baby, I still fought traffic the next morning to go to work.
I have always paid taxes, followed the law, and contributed to the community I call home. As an
engineer at one of the nation’s largest utilities, I work on projects involving solar, wind, and
battery storage technologies that help power Ohio’s homes and businesses. With substitute HB1,
Ohio risks a brain drain — losing skilled engineers and researchers to other states for countries
that welcome them.

While raising my four children, I try to teach them the values that make this country strong—
fairness, hard work, and judging people by their character, not where they come from. I want
them to believe that if someone works hard, contributes to their community, and follows the
rules, they deserve the same opportunities as anyone else. The substitute HB1 bill moves us
away from those values.

These proposals would prevent certain people, simply because of where they are from or their
immigration status, from owning a home—the most basic symbol of stability and belonging.
America has always been a melting pot, strengthened by people who come here to work hard,
raise families, and build a future. When we start deciding who belongs based on where they
come from, we turn our backs on the very idea that built this country.

I respectfully urge you to vote NO on Substitute HB 1.
Thank you,
Liqgin Jiang



