
Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas and members of the House Public 
Safety Committee, 

My name is Xiaojie Zavon and I am a realtor from Cincinnati. I have been helping families buy 
homes in Ohio for almost 25 years. I respectfully urge you to oppose HB1 Sub Bill because of 
the serious economic, housing, and talent-attraction consequences these bills could 
create for Ohio. 

Throughout my career, I have worked with many international professionals relocating to Ohio, 
including many from the Chinese community. These individuals often come to work at major 
institutions such as Children’s Hospital, University of Cincinnati, as well as large corporations 
like P&G, GE and Fuyao Glass etc. They contribute greatly to Ohio’s innovation and economic 
growth but most of them don’t have permanent residency or citizenship yet. 

For many of these professionals, buying a home is the moment when they truly commit to 
building their lives in Ohio. It means they plan to stay, raise children here, and invest in their 
communities. 

However, even under the amended HB1 Sub Bill, many Chinese professionals working legally in 
Ohio on work visas could be prevented from purchasing homes in large areas of the state 
simply because of where they were born. That sends a discouraging message to talented 
people who are already contributing to our economy. 

As a realtor, I am also concerned that these policies conflict with the spirit of the federal Fair 
Housing Act. Realtors are trained to ensure housing opportunities are not denied based on 
national origin.  

From an economic perspective, this policy could also drive investment and talent away from 
Ohio. I have already heard concerns from my network that some Chinese companies are 
reconsidering Ohio as a destination for investment. When investment leaves Ohio, it often goes 
to other states competing for the same jobs and development. 

Finally, this Sub Bill raises concerns about basic property rights and the free housing 
market. Homeowners should have the freedom to sell their property to qualified buyers. When 
the government restricts who can purchase homes based on nationality, it interferes with the 
normal functioning of the real estate market and may reduce housing demand, property values, 
and local tax revenue. 

Ohio has always benefited from global talent and entrepreneurship. Policies that make skilled 
professionals feel unwelcome risk weakening our state’s competitiveness in a global 
economy. 

As someone who has spent 25 years helping families achieve the dream of homeownership, I 
respectfully urge you to vote No on HB1 Sub Bill. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 



 


