Opponent Testimony on Ohio House Bill 1 (HB1)
Before the Ohio House Public Safety Committee

Chairwoman Cindy Abrams, Vice Chair Donnie Miller, Ranking Member Cecil Thomas, and
members of the Committee:

My name is Pierre Wolfe. I am a resident of Columbus, Ohio, and I am here today to testify in
strong opposition to Ohio House Bill 1. While this legislation is presented as a national security
measure, it raises serious constitutional concerns and risks reviving discriminatory policies that
our nation has already rejected. By restricting property ownership based largely on nationality or
perceived ties to certain countries, HB1 threatens fundamental constitutional protection, harms
Ohio’s economic interests, and stigmatizes communities who lawfully live, work, and contribute
to our state.

The most serious concern with HB1 is its conflict with the constitutional guarantees of equal
protection and due process. The Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution clearly
states that no state shall “deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the
laws.” Courts have consistently ruled that laws targeting individuals based on ancestry or
nationality must meet the highest level of constitutional scrutiny. The United States has seen the
consequences of such policies before. In the early twentieth century, several states enacted
discriminatory “alien land laws” designed to prevent Asian immigrants from owning property.
These laws are now widely regarded as shameful violations of constitutional rights. The Supreme
Court reaffirmed these protections in Oyama v. California, which struck down California’s alien
land law as discriminatory. Even earlier, the Court made clear in Yick Wo v. Hopkins that laws
applied in a discriminatory manner against people of certain national origins violate the
Constitution’s promise of equal protection.

HBI1 also raises concerns under federal civil rights law. The Fair Housing Act prohibits
discrimination in housing based on race, color, religion, sex, disability, familial status, and
national origin. Policies that restrict property ownership based on nationality or immigration
status risk conflicting with these protections and could expose the State of Ohio to significant
legal challenges.

In fact, similar laws passed in other states are already being challenged in federal court. For
example, Florida’s law restricting property ownership by certain foreign nationals, enacted as
Florida Senate Bill 264, is currently facing multiple constitutional challenges. Civil rights
organizations argue that the law discriminates based on national origin and violates equal
protection guarantees, as well as federal housing protections. These cases highlight the serious
legal vulnerabilities of policies like HB1 and demonstrate that states attempting to implement
such restrictions are likely to face costly litigation and years of legal uncertainty.

Beyond the legal risks, HB1 sends a troubling message about who is welcome in Ohio. Our state
benefits enormously from international students, immigrant entrepreneurs, physicians,
researchers, and skilled professionals who contribute to our economy and our communities.
Many of these individuals buy homes, open businesses, and raise families here. Policies that
single out foreign-born residents or individuals connected to certain countries risk discouraging



the very people who help drive innovation, economic development, and workforce growth in
Ohio. At a time when states are competing globally for talent and investment, legislation like
HBI1 could place Ohio at a significant disadvantage.

Beyond the constitutional issues, HB1 also ignores the enormous economic contributions
immigrants and international students make to Ohio. According to recent data, nearly 37,000
international students’ study at Ohio colleges and universities, contributing approximately
$1.3 billion to the state’s economy each year and supporting nearly 11,000 jobs across Ohio
in sectors such as housing, food service, retail, transportation, and higher education. These
students pay tuition, rent apartments, buy goods and services, and often remain in Ohio after
graduation to work in high-demand industries such as engineering, healthcare, technology, and
research. International education has become one of the United States’ largest service exports,
and Ohio ranks among the top states benefiting from that economic activity. Policies that signal
hostility toward foreign nationals—particularly those that restrict property ownership based on
nationality—risk discouraging talented students, entrepreneurs, researchers, and investors from
choosing Ohio. At a time when our state is competing globally for talent, innovation, and
economic growth, legislation like HB1 threatens to undermine a sector that contributes over a
billion dollars annually to Ohio’s economy.

Equally important, legislation built on broad suspicion rather than evidence does little to enhance
public safety. National security concerns related to foreign investment and property ownership
are already addressed through federal laws, national security reviews, and oversight mechanisms.
HBI instead casts a wide net that treats individuals as potential threats based solely on
nationality. That approach undermines trust within our communities and conflicts with the
fundamental American principle that people should be judged by their actions—not by where
they come from.

Ohio has long prided itself on being a welcoming state where people from many backgrounds
can build their lives and contribute to the common good. Our strength lies in our commitment to
equal justice under the law and in the belief that opportunity should not be limited by birthplace
or ancestry.

For these reasons, I respectfully urge this committee to reject Ohio House Bill 1. Protecting
national security is important, but it must be done in a way that respects constitutional rights,
avoids discrimination, and reflects the values of fairness, equality, and opportunity that define
both Ohio and the United States.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.

Pierre Wolfe
Columbus, Ohio



