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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and Members of the House Public
Safety Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in opposition to the substitute version of House Bill 1. My
name is Su He, and | live in Solon, Ohio. | respectfully ask this committee to oppose the HB 1
Sub-bill.

HB 1 Creates an Overbroad Property Ban

| strongly oppose the sub-bill because it would prohibit immigrants from owning property within
10 miles of an extremely broad list of so-called “critical infrastructure.” While framed as a
security measure, the bill would not meaningfully improve Ohio’s safety. Instead, it would:
¢ punish law-abiding residents who are legally present in the United States,
¢ damage Ohio’s reputation as a fair and business-friendly state, and
e undermine the constitutional and economic principles that have long supported our
growth.

Overbroad “Critical Infrastructure” and the 10-Mile Exclusion

The sub-bill’s definition of “critical infrastructure” sweeps in electrical grids, telecommunications
lines, water and sewer systems, fiber-optic networks, and radio and television facilities. A
10-mile exclusion zone around these facilities would cover large portions of Ohio, effectively
rendering many populated regions off-limits to lawful residents and businesses. Earlier versions
using a 25-mile radius would have encompassed the vast majority of the state. This represents
an unprecedented level of overreach that would chill ordinary property ownership and
complicate routine real-estate transactions without providing meaningful security benefits.

Who Is Affected and Why That Matters

The individuals affected by HB 1 are not unknown to our government. They live here legally,
with visas issued only after extensive, multi-agency federal screening. Many are students,
researchers, professionals, business owners, and taxpayers who contribute to Ohio every day.

For many Chinese nationals, and similarly situated immigrants, the path from international
student to lawful permanent resident typically spans 7—8 years or longer. Federal law then
requires 5 years of lawful permanent residence before one may naturalize as a U.S. citizen. In
other words, HB 1 does not impact only those who have lived here for a short time; it will affect
an entire decade of legally present individuals, people who are building careers, families, and
businesses in Ohio. This is not a temporary inconvenience, it is a long-term, generational barrier
that will shape who is able to remain in this state and who is pushed away.

HB 1 would send a deeply damaging message during all these years of legal presence: that no
matter how fully they comply with the law, their property rights remain uncertain and insecure.
Over time, this message will deter talent, halt investment, and create a chilling effect that results
in fewer diverse families, fewer entrepreneurs, and fewer professionals choosing to stay in Ohio.
If enacted, this bill risks creating a future where entire communities of immigrants, who have



long contributed to Ohio’s growth, simply disappear because they no longer feel welcome or
protected here.

Ohio should not create an underclass whose rights are limited because of where their parents
were born. A law with consequences that ripple for a decade or more, across multiple
generations, is not just harmful policy, it is a discriminatory rule that will reshape Ohio in ways
we will regret for years to come.

Economic Damage Already Underway

Economic harm is not hypothetical. As an immigration attorney, | have seen multiple
international investment projects have opted not to come to Ohio, choosing instead states such
as Michigan, North Carolina, South Carolina, and lllinois. Workforce mobility is also being
affected, several of my own clients have declined job offers in Ohio specifically because of these
bills. Families who want to live and work here now face needless barriers, uncertainty about
whether they can even buy a home, created entirely by this bill.

As the Executive Director of our local Chinese Chamber of Commerce, | have heard significant
concerns from local businesses and residents about their future in Ohio:
e whether they should pause the investment in Ohio;
e whether they can remain in the U.S. to grow their companies and careers;
o whether, without clear and secure property rights, their homes and investments can be
taken by the government at any time;
o what further steps the state might take once the door is opened to restrictions based on
national origin, and
e whether Ohio has closed its door.

These concerns are not abstract. They reflect real fear that, even after years of lawful presence,
hard work, and taxpaying, their basic rights can be taken away. HB 1 sends a damaging
message that compliance with every law is still not enough, and that some families will always
remain vulnerable. This does not just deter talent and capital, it also tells our next generation
that they will never be accepted, although they are U.S. citizens.

In recent months, Chinese communities across multiple Ohio cities have organized marches,
public demonstrations, and provided testimony to express their deep concern. This widespread
civic engagement shows how immediately and deeply HB 1 is affecting residents, businesses,
and local communities.

The sub-bill targets law-abiding immigrants and long-time residents solely based on nationality.
It affects international workers, students, and business owners who strengthen Ohio’s economy
every day. HB 1 sends a chilling message to global talent and investors at the very moment
when Ohio is working to attract innovation and advanced industries. It discourages investment,
drives away skilled professionals, and complicates ordinary real-estate transactions.

Ohio is striving to bring in advanced manufacturing, international investment, and global
partnerships. HB 1 moves us in the opposite direction, harming individuals and businesses that
are essential to the state’s growth—small-business owners, employers, taxpayers, and
community members who contribute to Ohio’s success daily.



For these reasons, | respectfully urge you to vote NO on Substitute HB 1. Ohio’s future
depends on equal rights, equal opportunity, and stable, predictable property rights for all who
live, work, study, and invest here.

We hope our voices will be heard, and we appreciate your consideration of our contribution to
our community! Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

AT

Su He
Solon, Ohio



