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State Representative, Ohio House District 8

Good morning, Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller and Ranking Member Thomas. For
those who don’t know me I am an OB/Gyn who has had a practice in Central Ohio for
the past 34 years and I am also your colleague and friend. HB1 is a bill that reflects the
history of racism and using fear to push an agenda that doesn’t make anyone in Ohio
safer.

If this law had been in existence when I started my practice, I wouldn’t have been able to
buy the building I work in because it sits right across the street from a hospital. That
would have limited access to the thousands of patients I have taken care of over the
years. The business owners from China and India and other countries around the world
who have made Ohio their home and contributed to the economy would not have been
able to do that had this law been in place.

When my parents immigrated here in the 1960’s they were welcomed with help from the
community. America was the shining city on the hill that welcomed everyone with open
arms knowing that immigrants contribute far more to the economy than they take. But
now hatred and discrimination from leaders at the top has created an environment of
fear which hurts everyone. It impacts mental health on both sides to constantly distrust
your community.

The same thing happened during World War 2 when Japanese and Indians and other
immigrants lost their homes and businesses because of terrible laws that eventually
were overturned with restitution from the federal government to these families. You
may be wondering why I am testifying when this bill only applies to foreign adversaries.
However, as we all know from the historical poem- first, they came for the Chinese, and
I said nothing and by the time they came for me there was no one left to defend me.

Physical proximity and land ownership are not the only way to attack sensitive spaces as
we have seen when drones are used from a distance to attack embassies, churches,
schools and other places of worship.

If your goal is to improve Ohio and create a state where our citizens can thrive then we
should work towards welcoming those who want to settle here and contribute to the
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economy through business or medicine or even politics. In conclusion, as your colleague
and peer I would strongly ask you to vote no on HB1.
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