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Asalaamu Alaikum, may peace be upon you. My name is Faten Odeh, and I am the executive director of 

Northern Ohio’s chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations. I am writing to express my strong 

opposition to House Bill 1, even in light of the recent sub bill language that was introduced. CAIR Ohio 

unequivocally opposes this bill, as it undermines the values we hold dear as Ohioans. 

 

While the new sub bill attempts to address some concerns, it fundamentally restricts land ownership for 

individuals from countries labeled as “foreign adversaries.” The proposal prohibits these individuals from 

owning property within 25 miles of military installations and critical infrastructure, continuing to cast a shadow 

of suspicion over our neighbors and friends based solely on their nationality. Thousands of Ohioans live near 

these types of “properties”. 

 

This bill also fails to consider the thousands of Ohio residents who now call this state home and are in the 

process of obtaining legal status. Many of these individuals struggle to secure housing which is a basic human 

right because this bill discriminates against them. With Ohio already facing a housing crisis, why add to it? 

 

This bill does not protect all Ohioans. Who decides which countries will be labeled as foreign adversaries? This 

arbitrary classification perpetuates division and relegates entire communities to second-class status based on 

where they are from. 

 

The bill unjustly targets foreign governments and individual citizens or businesses associated with these 

nations, regardless of their legal residency or citizenship status. This sends a troubling message that some 

Ohioans are inherently less trustworthy because of where they come from. 

 

Moreover, the sub bill empowers local law enforcement and prosecutors to investigate and seize property 

based on nationality, fostering an environment of fear and suspicion. Our communities should be places of 

trust and safety, not ones where neighbors are treated as potential criminals simply for their background. 

 

Additionally, by allowing state officials to handle matters traditionally reserved for federal authorities, this 

legislation blurs the line between state and federal power. This overreach sets a dangerous precedent and 

undermines the balance established by our Constitution. 

 

Instead of promoting safety, House Bill 1 is a discriminatory and divisive bill that creates distrust among 

Ohioans. It continues to attack immigrant communities that contribute significantly to our state’s economy and 

culture, reflecting discriminatory practices from our past that targeted specific groups out of fear. 

 

As an Ohioan who values inclusivity and fairness, I urge you to reject House Bill 1, regardless of the new sub bill 

language. We must not allow fear to dictate our policies, nor should we create an Ohio that marginalizes its 



own residents. On behalf of CAIR Ohio, I request that HB1 is not voted out of committee and that we work 

towards a future that welcomes everyone, regardless of their background. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. I hope you will stand against discrimination and make the right choice for 

our state because it is clear what message a bill like this sends.  
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