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Chair Abrams, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas and members of the House 

Public Safety Committee, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in opposition to the substitute version of House 

Bill 1 accepted by the committee on November 19, 2025. My name is Yue Zhang, and I 

live in Sylvania, Ohio. I am asking this committee to oppose the HB 1 Sub-bill. 

I strongly oppose the sub-bill because it would prohibit immigrants from owning 

property within ten miles of an extremely broad list of so-called “critical infrastructure.” 

The definition is so sweeping that it effectively covers nearly every major utility and 

communication system in Ohio, including electric grids, telecommunications 

infrastructure, water and sewer networks, fiber-optic systems, etc. Such a broad 

restriction amounts to an extraordinary expansion of government control. 

While the substitute bill provides exemptions for green card holders and members of the 

military, it continues to single out law-abiding immigrants and long-time residents based 

solely on their country of origin. This group includes international professionals and 

students who live, study, work, and make meaningful contributions to Ohio’s 

communities and economy. 

In addition, HB 1 risks weakening Ohio’s economic competitiveness. It could deter 

investment, push skilled professionals to look elsewhere, and create unnecessary 

complications in routine real estate transactions. 

If there are legitimate national security concerns, they should be addressed through 

evidence-based reviews of genuinely risky transactions — not through sweeping bans 

that unfairly single out people based on where they come from. 

For these reasons, I respectfully urge you to vote NO on Substitute HB 1. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 


